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President’s Message
by Bill de la Garza

Over 50 Years of Dedicated Service to L.A. County Retirees

Dear Friends,

After serving as your President for three consecutive 
one-year terms, I am pleased to inform you that this 
will be my last RELAC’s  President’s Message.  It’s been 
a good three years and I am pleased about the many accomplishments that 
RELAC has achieved during my watch.  RELAC is a great organization and 
I am confident that your RELAC Board of Directors and future officers will 
continue to provide you, its members, with meaningful services that that 
are designed to enhance your retirement years. 

I would like to dedicate this final Presidents Message to your RELAC Board of 
Directors.  They are the true unpaid volunteers who are responsible for the 
success that RELAC has achieved for the past three years.  I would suggest that 
you review page seven of this newsletter and review all the names of your 
Board members who work diligently on your behalf.  Also, carefully review 
all the articles in the Newsletter.  They are designed to keep you informed 
on all RELAC activities and provide up to date information on your pension 
and medical benefits.  

As your elected member of the Los Angeles County Employees Retirement 
Association I would also like to recognize and applaud the LACERA team led 
by their CEO, Gregg Rademacher.  Remember friends, these are the people 
who manage and administer our pension and medical plans.  During these 
troubled times for public pension plans, I can assure you that our LACERA 
plan is well managed and doing well.  

Attempting not to get too nostalgic, I can remember growing up in southwest 
Los Angeles and listening to the baseball games of the Pacific Coast League, 
namely the Los Angeles Angels and the Hollywood Stars. Listening to the 
radio I would score all the games in detail.  I can remember that the play-by-
play announcer’s name was Fred Haney.  Later on Fred became the manager 
of the Hollywood Stars.  His career continued as he became  manager of 
the major league St. Louis Browns.  Later on Fred went on to become the 
manager of the Milwaukee Braves. In 1952 Fred’s Milwaukee Braves won the 
World Series.  Fred was one of my boyhood idols.  He became “L.A.‘s Mister 
Baseball."  I’m certain that Fred would permit me to replace his name with 
mine on his famous broadcaster’s quote.    

This is Bill de la Garza Rounding Third and Heading for Home
 

Inside the 
Newsletter
What has the California State Legislature done 
about public sector pensions in the past two 
years? Dave Muir, RELAC’s Vice President and 
Chair of the Legislation Committee, provides a 
rundown of the highlights. You will find his article 
on page two. And on page 13 there is a copy of 
RELAC’s letter to the Governor requesting him to 
sign a bill of importance to all LACERA members, 
AB 822.

RELAC’s Biggest Event of the Year is coming up. 
It’s the Annual Recognition Luncheon. It takes 
place on January 16. The featured speaker will be 
Los Angeles County Sheriff Leroy Baca. Music is 
provided by the TSA Chorus.  All of the details, 
along with the registration form, will be found 
on page three. 

RELAC Will Celebrate the Holidays on December 
10 at a General Membership Meeting in Carson. 
There will be entertainment by the Hyland 
Band and a RELAC favorite, Jennifer Gates. All in 
attendance can join in singing the songs of the 
season. Get the full story on the back page.

LACERA Assistant CEO J. J. Popowich provides 
useful information to retirees. He discusses the  
implications of the Affordable Care Act for County 
retirees. J. J. also advises on steps to be taken by 
retirees who are in same sex marriages to establish 
the status of  their spouses. See page ten.

The Annual Picnic was a big success. On page 
12 there are photos of the festivities. Jason 
Williams was the photographer who captured the 
enjoyment of the those who attended.
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Investments 
Board
by Diane Sandoval
Retiree Representative,
LACERA Board of 
Investments

California State Legislature 
Attends to Pension Reform
by Dave Muir, Chair
Legislation Committee 

Looking Back, 2012 Was A Big Year For Pension 
Reform and Related Legislation
As most of you are aware, Governor Brown’s “Twelve 
Point Pension Reform Proposal” was passed by the 
Legislature, incorporating substantial reforms aimed 
at reducing pension costs for state and local government.  The reforms took 
effect January 1, 2013.  As retirees, we are not affected, nor are, for the 
most part, employees hired prior to January 1, 2013.  For employees hired 
on and after January 1, 2013, pensions are calculated using a three-year final 
compensation period (as opposed to a one-year period), and the employees’ 
contributions must be equal to one half the actuarial cost of providing the 
benefit.  There were other important reforms as well, but again, they do 
not apply to retirees.  

There were two (2) other pension-related bills passed in the 2012 legislative 
year that are of interest to LACERA members: 

AB 1519 requires members of the LACERA Board of Retirement and the 
Board of Investments to receive a minimum of 24 hours of continuing 
education within the first two years of becoming a Board member, and for 
every subsequent two-year period while serving on the Board. 

AB 2664 will allow LACERA members to make changes to their retirement 
accounts online, once LACERA implements appropriate policies and 
procedures.

Pension Legislation During 2013 
There were three bills introduced during the 2013 legislative year that RELAC 
has supported.  Here is a quick summary: 

AB 205 would authorize and encourage LACERA and other retirement 
boards to prioritize investment in in-state infrastructure projects over other 
infrastructure investments, when doing so would not violate LACERA’s 
overriding fiduciary duty to maximize investment returns.  Similar legialation 
passed last year applicable to CalPERS (the state pension plan) and CalSTRS 
(the state teachers retirement system).  The bill defines “infrastructure” as 
including, but not limited to, telecommunications, power, transportation, 
ports, petrochemical, and utilities.  The  bill was approved by the Govenor

AB 382 would allow LACERA’s Board of Investments to discuss alternative 
investments in a public meeting without having to disclose confidential 
documents that relate to the investments. “Alternative investments” include 
private equity funds, venture funds, hedge funds and “absolute return” funds.  
LACERA and SACRS are supporting this bill. The bill was approved by the 
Legislature and signed by the Governor.  It takes effect on January 1, 
2014.

AB 822 would require voter ballots covering pension reform measures 
to include a statement by an independent actuary as to the impact the 
proposed reform would have on future annual pension costs.  This bill would 
also require that any pension reform measure to be approved by the voters 
be voted on only in a statewide general election.  A copy of RELAC’s letter 
to the Governor requesting his approval is reproduced on page 13. The bill 
was approved y the legislature and vetoed by the Govenor. He gave as 
the reason the cost of acturial reports.

As always, RELAC is closely watching what goes on in Sacramento and in 
Congress. We will continue our important work in protecting your rights. 
  

 

     

According to a staff memo 
dated September 13, 2013, 
the estimated  market 
value of the portfolio was 
$41.6 billion, an increase of approximately $500 
million since June 30, 2013 when it was $41.1 
billion.  The estimated year to date return of the 
portfolio (January 1, 2013 to August 31, 2013) was 
6.3%.  The estimated fiscal year to date return 
of the portfolio (July 1, 2013 to August 31, 2013) 
was 1.6%.  

So far the gridlock in Washington has not 
negatively impacted the LACERA portfolio.  
Hopefully this will be resolved soon and we can 
go on with our lives.  I am so thankful I had the 
wisdom and foresight to remain a Los Angeles 
County employee and resisted the impulse to 
leave the County to work for a private company 
at a higher salary.  I have a close friend who is over 
70 and is forced to continue working in order to 
afford health care premiums and maintain her 
standard of living.  How fortunate we are to be 
LA County retirees - our medical premiums are 
subsidized by LA County and our pensions are 
guaranteed for life.  

I recently attended an educational conference 
sponsored by the World Pension Forum.  During 
a roundtable session administrators from other 
pension funds throughout the nation shared 
the budgetary challenges facing their cities and 
counties.  Despite the sluggish economy LA 
County has been able to continue serving the 
public and has avoided employee layoffs.  

One of our speakers was the Treasurer of the City 
of Chicago who reported that the average funded 
ratio of the city and county pension funds is less 
than 35%.  She told us that the City of Chicago has 
periodically defaulted on making their employer 
contributions to the fund.  Our pension fund 
remains well funded thanks to the LA County 
Board of Supervisors for always making their 
monthly contributions. 
 
In closing I wish you all a happy and safe Holiday 
Season.  Best wishes for a prosperous 2014!  I look 
forward to seeing you at a future RELAC event.
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RESERVATION FORM
Annual Recognition Luncheon • January 16, 2014 • Almansor Court, Alhambra, CA

Member _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Spouse/Guest_________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________________State ________ Zip ___________________________

Guests(s)  _______________________________________________ ____________________________________________

 _______________________________________________ ____________________________________________
(Attach additional sheets if necessary)

TOTAL ENCLOSED    $_____________

Make check/money order payable to “RELAC” and mail to:
RELAC

1000 So. Fremont Ave., Unit 15, Alhambra, CA  91803-8802
NO LATER THAN JANUARY 8, 2014

We regret we are unable to refund payments on cancellations received after January 13, 2014.

RELAC
Annual Recognition Luncheon

January 16, 2014
Almansor Court  Alhambra, CA

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:   SHERIFF LEROY BACA

ALSO FEATURED WILL BE THE UPLIFTING VOICES OF THE 
TRANSPORTATION SECURITY ADMINISTRATION (TSA) CHORUS

THE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT COLOR GUARD WILL PRESENT THE FLAGS

All members and their spouses and guests are invited to RELAC’s Annual Recognition Luncheon being held 
Thursday, January 16, 2014, 

Almansor Court, 700 South Almansor Street, Alhambra, CA.
  Meal costs are being subsidized 50% by RELAC.

Choice of entrees – Pancetta Oven-Roasted Chicken or Prime Rib of Beef with salad and dessert
$15.00 per luncheon ticket - tax and tip included.

No Host Cocktail Hour 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  •  Luncheon and Program 12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Free Parking

Come make new friends - Have a good time!

A.  Pancetta Oven-Roasted Chicken
Member/Spouse _________ $15.00/ea  $_____________ 
Guest(s) _________ $15.00/ea  $_____________ 
   TOTAL A  $_____________

B.  Prime Rib of Beef
Member/Spouse _________  $15.00/ea  $_____________ 
Guest(s) _________ $15.00/ea $_____________ 
  TOTAL B $_____________
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2013 WAS A GREAT YEAR FOR OUR
RECREATION COMMITTEE EVENTS!
by Mary K. Rodriguez
Chair, Recreation Committee

Hello Everyone! 

This past year has flown by, fall has arrived and the Holiday 
Season is fast approaching.  Christmas decorations are already 
in the store and Thanksgiving hasn’t arrived yet.

It has been another busy year for your Recreation Committee.

The RELAC Day at Hollywood Park was held on June 6, 2013 
and was very well attended.  There were 130 RELAC members 
and guests in attendance.  It was a beautiful day and we were 
in the Ascot Terrace area which is a great location.  The buffet 
lunch was excellent and everyone seemed to have a good time.  
Some of you actually went home winners.  I am sorry to say that 
this was our last “Day at the Races” event at Hollywood Park as 
they have closed their gates and the property has been sold.  
It is a shame because we have always had a great time there.

On July 12, 2013, 290 of us enjoyed a fun evening at Dodger 
Stadium - a record attendance.  The fireworks show following 
the game was spectacular.  It was a very pleasant evening.   
Go Dodgers!

Once again, we had a record turnout of 175 at Santa Anita 
Park.  The event was held on Thursday, October 10, 2013 and, 

as in years past, our members were assigned to the Sierra Vista 
Terrace.  This area provides a great view of the finish line.  The food 
was wonderful as always and everyone seemed to enjoy the day.

 Ed Clifton, Coordinator of the RV Club, and Gil Sandoval, RELAC 
Golf Director, spend many hours planning RV outings and golf 
tournaments.    Due to the tireless efforts of Ed and Gil, our 
members thoroughly enjoy these activities. Thank you both so 
very much.
 
At present your Recreation Committee is planning events for 
2014.  Watch for further information in the RELAC Newsletter.  We 
would really appreciate your input and ideas for other activities.  
Please contact the RELAC office at (800) 537-3522 or (626) 308-
0532 with your suggestions.  

THANK YOU -- to each and every one of you who attend these 
events.  Your support is greatly appreciated.  Without your interest 
and participation, we could not provide these fun activities.

I also want to thank our RELAC President, Bill de la Garza, and all 
the Recreation Committee members for their time and for putting 
forth the effort necessary to make these events successful.  Many 
thanks to Ed Clifton, Don Fandry, Alice Prouty, Gil Sandoval and 
Greg Walia! 

We have had a very successful year and are looking forward to 
seeing you in 2014 at all of our events.  Don’t miss out!

Have a great Holiday Season!  Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year to all of you!
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Assessor
 Salazar, Lemuel P.
Children & Family Services
 Bravo, Anthony
 Johnson, Barbara Ann
 Loughlin, Lawrence
 Preer, Edward
Communication
 White-Caldwell, Addie L. 
Harbor/UCLA Medical Center
 Algarin, Virginia
 Shellum, Caroline N.
Health Services
 Allen, Rosemary
 Alvarado, Susan
 Brown, Benjamin G.
 Dotson, Kathy
 Hampton, DiAnn
 Huh, John
 Island, Diana
 Kim, Sunan
 Lopez, Linda
 Nelson, Sharrie
Human Resources
 Esparza, Erlinda H.
Internal Services
 Inouye, Robert M.
 Kim, Chung Sook
 Reyes, Elizabeth A.
LACERA
 Gonzales, Teresita P.
LAC+USC Medical Center
 Camodag, Agustina T.
Probation
 Belcher, Janet
 Gray, Kenneth V.
 Reagan, Arthur D.
 Rodriguez, Fernando
 Welch, Al
Public Health
 Williams, Nancy
Public Social Services
 Easley, Gloria J.
 Flowers, Andrea M.
 Hsich, Lin T. 
 Jimenez, Juan A.
 Le, Holly
 Mims, LaVon
 Murphy, Mary
 Orefice, Jeanette 
 Penman, Margaret
Public Works
 De Guzman, Amparo D.
 Irving, Charles E.
 Revander, Joy
Rancho Los Amigos 
 Wong, Ngar K.

Sheriff
 Brown, Mary Ann 
 Diaz, Raquel G.
 Gardner, Daniel C.
 Groves, Scott L.
 Harris, Robert Lee
 Hester, Daniel J. III
 Madrid, John
 Pinon, Cruz F.
 Thompson, Arthur
 Yamaguchi, Sheila
Superior Court
 Talactac, Marirose
Department Not Designated
 Balasingham, Sarojini
 Beserra, Martha
 Parks-Sartor, Vivian

New Active Working Members
Board of Supervisors
 Cheru, Hanna
 Rangel, Rhonda R.
Community & Sr. Services
 Myles, Claudia D.
 Sensabaugh, Carolyn J.
District Attorney
 Harris, Karen M.
Health Services
 Rinard, Laura R.
Human Resources
 Greer, Cheryl Y.
Mental Health
 Hayden, Aleah W.
 Menon, Sreekumar
Parks & Recreation
 Dickerson, Gary B.
Public Health
 Taylor, Jacqueline
Public Social Services
 Chiquito, Gerado
 Duong, Thuy
 Morris, Elizabeth D.

 Murphy, Thomas, Jr.
 Ross, Jake
Registrar Recorder/County Clerk
 Academia-Miyashita, Marivic P.
Sheriff
 Mims, Regina Faye
 Spikes, Deirdre F.
 Thomas, Celestiae
 Tillman, LeShawn
 Veltri, Toni
Superior Court
 Lopez, Marisa
 Veign, Ana M.
New Associate Members 
 Alvarado, Gabriel
 Balasingham, Livingston
 Cervantes, Lupe
 De Guzman, Pedrito L.
 Diaz, Luis B.
 Dotson, Darrell
 Esparza, Michael J.
 Gardner, Kelly A.
 Gonzales, Bienvenido
 Gray, Adair Fox
 Gray, Kevin
 Groves, Ellen
 Hampton, Ronald
 Harris, Gina Lynn Yapelli
 Hinojosa, Maria R.
 Inouye, Ina P.
 Irving, Brenda F.
 Jimenez, Yolanda
 Lopez, Esteban
 Loughlin, Mirna Morales De
 Preer, Lena
 Reagan, Di P.
 Rodriguez, Gigi
 Salazar, Teresita D. 
 Shellum, Gary L.
 Welch, Pat
 Wong, Suen K.
 
 

August & September 2013

Welcome New Members

REQUEST FOR EMAILED NEWSLETTER 
Please send me future issues by email. I can change back to printed 
copies at any time.

   Name _____________________________________________
    
   Address ___________________________________________________

   Email Address ______________________________________________

   Mail to:   RELAC
    1000 S. Fremont Ave., Unit 15
    Alhambra, CA  91803-8802
   Or Email:                 admin@relac.org  
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MEMBERSHIP/RECRUITMENT NEWS 
by  Jason Williams
Chair, Membership/Recruitment Committee 

RELAC Membership – A Great Experience and A 
Great Value!
As we enter the year-ending holiday months of 
November and December, when families and 
friends celebrate Veterans Day, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, I thought it important to look back at 
how RELAC membership enhances the lives of 
both active and retired members throughout the 
entire year.

Membership in RELAC is a great experience because we provide news about 
retiree benefit changes and social events throughout the year that offer 
something for everybody. Here is a snapshot of RELAC-sponsored events in 
2013:

Annual January Recognition Luncheon - This year’s keynote speaker was 
the Honorable Michael D. Antonovich, Los Angeles County Supervisor, who 
spoke about the County’s overcrowded jails.  Our next speaker was Gregg 
Rademacher, LACERA CEO, who assured retirees that the LACERA fund is 
financially sound and that retirement pensions are guaranteed for life. (The 
2014 keynote speaker will be the Honorable Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee 
Baca.)

RELAC “Day at the Races” - Throughout the year, RELAC hosts a “Day at the 
Races” event at Santa Anita Park.  The cost, which is supplemented by RELAC, 
includes admission, a racing program, a delicious buffet lunch, well-located 
seats and valet parking!

Golf - Many times each year RELAC Golf Director Gil Sandoval puts on golf 
tournaments for both men and women.  We’ve invited members and their 
guests to attend these fun-filled tournaments at the Los Verdes, Los Amigos, 
Lakewood, La Mirada and other golf courses.  Regardless of the player’s golf 
skill level, everyone who participates has a great time!

Regional Meetings in Palmdale and Las Vegas - Annually, RELAC’s Regional 
Support/Special Events Committee considers scheduling luncheon meetings 
in Palmdale and Las Vegas to accommodate our members who live far from 
downtown Los Angeles.  This year, on March 26th, the Palmdale Luncheon/
Meeting was held at the Palmdale Moose Lodge and featured Mr. Norman 
Hickling, Deputy to Supervisor Antonovich, as our speaker.  For our members 
who live in the Las Vegas area RELAC held its Las Vegas Regional Luncheon/
Meeting on May 30th at the Plaza Hotel Casino.  Our speakers included Gregg 
Rademacher who spoke about recent changes affecting public pension plans 
and Ms. Kirby Bosley, LACERA consultant, who talked about the Affordable 
Care Act and possible changes to Medicare.  Finally, attendees had a chance to 
be the lucky holder of a winning ticket for our cash and door prize drawings!

Membership in RELAC is a great value because our members receive all of 
the above experiences - and much, much more - including supplemental 
insurance benefits at a very low cost:

Only $10.00/year for active membership -- paid by check to RELAC.
Only $2.00/month for retiree or $2.50/month for retiree and spouse/
partner -- paid by payroll deduction through LACERA.

For a membership application call RELAC at (800) 537-3522 or (626) 308-0532, 
email admin@relac.org, or go online to our website www.relac.org for additional 
information.

Regional Activities and 
Special Events
by  Diane Sandoval
Chair, Regional Support/Special Events Committee 

It was great seeing those of you who attended 
our Annual Picnic on October 5, 2013 at the 
Santa Fe Dam.  We had a record turnout!  Over 
300 members attended, enjoyed barbecued 
ribs, chicken, hot dogs, and all the usual 
accompaniments. Jennifer and the Hyland 
Band provided the music and our caterer, 
Picnic Services, called the bingo games.  Cash 
and door prizes were awarded to holders of 
winning tickets.  Thank you all for your great 
response.  

ANNUAL RECOGNITION LUNCHEON – 
January 16, 2014
Plans are underway for our Annual Recognition 
Luncheon at Almansor Court, Alhambra, 
CA.  RELAC is honored to have Lee Baca, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff, as our keynote speaker.  
Gregg Rademacher, LACERA Chief Executive 
Officer, has agreed to present a brief report on 
the status of LACERA. 
  
As in past years the LA County Sheriff ‘s 
Department’s Color Guard will present the 
flags and the uplifting and melodious voices 
of the TSA Chorus will entertain us.  For the 
menu, additional details and to send in your 
reservations look for the form provided 
on page three. Deadine to send in your 
reservations is January 8, 2014.  RELAC 
regrets we are unable to refund payments on 
cancellations received after January 13, 2014.  
Luncheon tickets are only $15.00 per person 
(same price as last year).  Please plan to attend!

LANCASTER/PALMDALE LUNCHEON 
MEETING
The Committee is in the process of planning a 
luncheon meeting in the Lancaster/Palmdale 
area.  We have tentatively set the date for our 
meeting on Monday, March 31, 2014.  Mark 
your calendars and look for additional details 
in our next newsletter.

This being the last issue for 2013 I’d like to 
take this opportunity to thank my committee 
members: Mary K. Rodriguez, Alice Prouty, Don 
Fandry, Greg Walia and Jason H. Williams.  Last 
but not least a big thank you to our president, 
Bill de la Garza, who is an ex-officio member 
of the committee.  The committee had a busy 
and successful year thanks to their support 
and hard work. 
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Golf 
News

1. Name ___________________________________

Address ___________________________________

City _____________________ Zip ______________

Phone _____________________________________

Fees: $32.00 PER GOLFER - CART EXTRA
If possible, place me in a foursome with below  listed 

golfers. Addresses of all golfers MUST be included. 
If possible, we would prefer an

Early _______ Late ________ starting time.

2. Name ___________________________________

Address ___________________________________

City _____________________ Zip ______________

Phone ____________________________________

3. Name ___________________________________

Address ___________________________________

City _____________________ Zip ______________

Phone ____________________________________

4. Name ___________________________________

Address ___________________________________

City _____________________ Zip ______________

Phone _____________________________________

 RELAC 
 Golf Entry Form

NOTE: Only ONE GUEST per member.
Enclose check for ____ golfers @ $32  per 
Golfer. Make checks payable to RELAC and 
mail entry to RELAC, 1000 So. Fremont Ave., 
#15, Alhambra, CA 91803-8802

Entry Deadline
November 12, 2013

ALL CHECKS MUST BE 
IN RELAC OFFICE

Diamond Bar Golf Course
22751 East Golden Springs Drive
Diamond Bar, CA 91765

Monday, December 2, 2013
8:00 a.m. Start

Please Print

RELAC NEWSLETTER 
Vol 48 - Nov/Dec 2013

Number 6

Retired Employees 
of Los Angeles County 
1000 S. Fremont Ave. 

Unit 15, Alhambra, CA  
91803-8802 

(626) 308-0532 
(800) 537-3522 

Fax (626) 308-2901 
E-mail: admin@relac.org

Board of Directors
President 

Bill de la Garza
Vice President 

David L. Muir
Secretary 

Mary K. Rodriguez
Treasurer

Edward C. Morris
Past President
Greg Walia

Members
Mary Lou Bangar

Donald Fandry
Martin Golds 

J. P. Harris
George Hernandez

David L. Muir 
Alice Prouty

Simon Russin
Diane Sandoval

Jason H. Williams

Emeritus
Dave E. Kalinger

Editor:  Martin Golds 
Copyright © 2013 by 

RELAC This information 
presented in your RELAC 
Newsletter is believed to 
be from reliable sources.  

However, no responsibility 
is assumed by RELAC or 

the writers for inaccuracies 
in the articles as published.

Office Hours
 9:00am - 4:00pm 

Monday - Thursday
Closed Friday, Saturday, 

Sunday & 
Public Holidays 

website: 
www.relac.org

By Gil Sandoval
RELAC Golf Director

Lakewood Golf Tournament
October 7, 2013
Our day started early as the tournament was a shotgun 
start at 7:00 a.m. “A” and “B” Flights were closely 
contested.  In the “A” flight Tony Asuncion and Michael 
Hernandez reversed positions from the last tournament 
with Tony up by one stroke winning with a net 69.  
Michael took 2nd with Mike Haile taking 3rd in a card off.

The “B” flight was even closer as Mas Hamasu beat Jim 
Guild in a card off; they both had net 70’s.  Del Gamble 
finished 3rd with a net 73.

John Wehrly won the “C” flight again with a net of 64.  
He out distanced Sid Dole’s net of 67 which put him in 
2nd place.  Jim Olds came in 3rd with a net 73.

Lil Hamasu had the course all to herself as no other 
lady joined the field.  Unfortunately, she was not able 
to cash in the closest to the pin prizes.

The next tournament at Diamond Bar will be back at 
our regular schedule with an 8:00 a.m. start.

Lakewood Results:
“A” Flight Winner (19 and Under)

 1st Tony Asuncion (69)
 2nd Michael Hernandez (70)
 3rd Mike Haile (71)*

“B” Flight (20-27 Handicaps)
 1st Mas Hamasu (70)*
 2nd Jim Guild (70)
 3rd Del Gamble (73)

“C” Flight (28 up Handicaps)
 1st John Wehrly (64)
 2nd Sid Dole (67)
 3rd Jim Olds (70)

Ladies
 1st Lil Hamasu (70)
 2nd None (    )
 3rd None (    )

 *Winner in a card off

Closest to the Pin on Par 3’s
  Men #  3  - George Sims
 #  5  - Jay Justus
 #12 - Jerry Nottke
 #17 – No Winner 

  Women  #  3  - No Winner
 #  5  - No Winner
 #12 - No Winner
 #17 – No Winner 

NEXT TOURNAMENT - 
Monday, December 2, 2013  

Diamond Golf Course, 8:00 a.m. Start
 Entry Deadline:  November 12, 2013
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Members Spotlight

See's Candies Discount for  
RELAC Members

Some holiday traditions are just too good to 
abandon!  As in the past, See's Candies will 
honor your RELAC Membership Card to confirm 
eligibility for special holiday discount rates 
for their products.  These discounts apply to 
pre-boxed candies of milk chocolates, dark 
chocolates, soft centers, assorted and nuts 
and chews in one pound or larger quantities.  
Significant discounts also apply to their fancy 
gift boxed candies and specialties which make 
great gifts for the kids!

Simply call (800) 877-7337, tell the See's 
representative you are a RELAC Member, where 
you live, and ask for the location of the quantity 
order shop nearest your home.  Be prepared to 
show your RELAC Membership Card at time of 
purchase.  Our organization's discount eligibility 
is confirmed beginning December 1, 2013 
through October 31, 2014.   

Volunteers Sought for County 
Victim-Witness Assistance 

Program
The Los Angeles County District Attorney’s 
Office, Victim-Witness Assistance Program 
seeks volunteers to work with law enforcement 
agencies and court systems to provide services 
and assistance to crime victims.  If you would like 
to play an important role in providing advocacy, 
clerical and court support and resource referrals 
to victims and witnesses of crime, please call 
Wayne Mack at 1-800-380-3811 for more 
information.  Applicants must be in reasonably 
good health, pass a background check, complete 
a comprehensive six-hour training program and 
be available for at least 16 hours per week during 
normal business hours.  Every effort will be made 
to place volunteers in their desired geographic or 
special interest areas.

Sheriff’s Roundup Reunion – April 2014
DINOSAURS . . . We,   Class 76, are inviting LASD Academy Classes 72, 73, 74, 
75, 77, 78 and 79 to join us for a Dinner Reunion on April 8, 2014, 7:30 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m., at the Riverside Hotel and Casino in Laughlin, NV.   This event will 
take place during the LASD Retired Deputy Round Up.  The price is $30 per 
person.  We are also trying to contact and locate members of these classes.   
We need help.  Interested members can contact:

Richard Byrd
5727 Luther Miles Road
Marion, MD  201838
Phone: (410) 623-3804
Email:  upthecrick@aol.com

Hershel Aron
10813 Dover Creek Avenue
Las Vegas, NV, 89134
Phone: (702) 360-0484
Email: pokey125@cox.net

THE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY IS SEEKING
 VOLUNTEERS TO DRIVE CANCER PATIENTS

The American Cancer Society is seeking volunteers for its Road to Recovery 
Program.  Volunteers are needed between 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. during the 
week to drive patients to and from treatment.  A valid and current driver’s 
license, a safe driving record, and a valid insurance policy are required.  The 
American Cancer Society will provide a training session for new volunteers 
and other ongoing learning opportunities throughout the year to help vol-
unteers be the best cancer support resource that they can be.

Road to Recovery volunteers arrange their own schedules, with some vol-
unteering as little as one afternoon a month and others driving people as 
often as three to four times a week.  If you have a car and some spare time, 
you can help someone keep a very important appointment.

For more information about the Road to Recovery Program or to find out 
about other volunteer opportunities, contact your American Cancer Society 
at (800) 227-2345; contact name:  Portia Jones at (310) 348-0357/Portia.
Jones@cancer.org.

KNOTT’S BERRY FARM CELEBRATES VETERANS DAY
WITH FREE ADMISSION FOR VETERANS

Knott’s Berry Farm continues its tradition of honoring the brave men and 
women who have served in the U.S. military, both past and present, with 
free admission during its Annual Military Tribute.   

The FREE admission offer applies to all U.S. veterans and active military 
personnel and their spouse (or one guest).  Up to six additional tickets may 
be purchased at Knott’s ticket booths for only $22.00 each.  This offer begins 
on November 4, 2013 and ends on November 27, 2013!

U.S. veterans and active military personnel must present military ID or proof 
of U.S. military service at Knott’s ticket booths to receive the complimentary 
tribute tickets.  Veterans or active military personnel must be present; 
dependent IDs will not be accepted. 
For information on operating hours, please call Knott’s Information at (714) 
220-5200 or (714) 220-5130 on the day you plan to visit or log on to http://
www.knotts.com. 
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R.V. CAMPOUT RESERVATION
CAMPGROUND: Pechanga RV Resort
                              45000 Pechanga Pkwy.
  Temecula, CA 92592
  (877) 997-8386
DATES:  January 13-14-15,  2014  Early Day January 12, 2014

Names: _______________________________________________________________________              
                           (Last)                           (Retiree)                         (Spouse)
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
  (No.)         (Street)
City: __________________________________________________________________________
                                                            (State)               (Zip)
Telephone: (             ) _____________________________

DEADLINE:  DECEMBER 7, 2013
Cost: $36.00 per day = $108 for three days 

$35.00 for additional day = $143.00 for four days
Make Checks Payable to Jeanne Klauk and mail to:
 Jeanne Klauk
 11825 Maidstone Avenue
 Norwalk, CA 90650
 Phone: (562) 868-6215
 
Motor Home ___________Trailer_______________Length ______________

RV Outing 
Notes
Ed Clifton
Coordinator of RV Club

Richard Byrd
5727 Luther Miles Road
Marion, MD  201838
Phone: (410) 623-3804
Email:  upthecrick@aol.com

Editor’s Note: Because of Ed Clifton’s surgery the RV 
Outing Notes were written by Jeanne Klauk, Assis-
tant Coordinator of the RV Club. We thank Jeanne 
for her entertaining article. We also wish Ed a quick 
recovery.

The RV’ers had a wonderful time at the Chula 
Vista outing.  We had thirteen rigs, were assigned 
great spots and that wonderful community room 
and kitchen overlooking the pool.  The Nelsons, 
Wagonmasters for the outing,  provided us with 
an excellent breakfast.   We, of course, had great 
hors d’oeuvres on Monday and a scrumptious 
potluck on Tuesday.  Linda Reyes won the 50-50 
drawing and donated it back to the club – thank 
you Linda.  On Wednesday we caravanned over to 
our new favorite “Buffet House” restaurant.  A great 
deal of visiting and catching up with friends after 
our summer break was had by all.  Chula Vista RV 
Park is a wonderful location - we camp on the San 
Diego Bay and get to experience the cool ocean-
side weather which was thoroughly enjoyed after 
our rather HOT past few weeks.  Dog walking and 
swimming were also experienced.  The swimming 
pools are very nice and well heated.  The Nelsons’ 
friends, Gilbert and Eloise Cardiel, joined us and 
plan to join us in Indio in October.  So - Shadow 
Hills - here we come!  Plan on another great ad-
venture!  Ed has had his bionic shoulder installed 
and will be raring to go to Indio.  The gas card was 
won by the Morgons – just in time to fuel up for 
Indio, October 21, 22 and 23, 2013.  If you have 
any questions, just give Ed a call at (562) 428-3360.

The January campout will be at the Pechanga RV 
Resort in Temecula on January 13, 14 and 15, 2014, 
with the 12th being the early day.  We are adding 
two activities to this outing - one being a secret 
game involving dice and many objects.  The other 
will be a wine bar - samplings of different wine 
accompanied by a “SALSA” competition (no prize 
given).  So make your favorite salsa or salsas, or 
if you want to smuggle some store-bought, just 
put it in your own container.  I will be providing a 
large quantity of chips for the tastings.  Coupon 
follows.  See you in Pechanga!

Our annual Christmas Party will be held at the 
Hokkaido Seafood Buffet on December 9, 2013 at 
11:30 a.m.  Please tell the desk you are with RELAC 
and pay as you enter.  We will be in Area B and the 
cost will be $14.14 per person.

First Same-Sex Spouse of a Veteran
Buried in National Cemetery
In late January, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Secretary Eric Shinseki 
approved the first same-sex spouse of a military Veteran to be buried in a U.S. 
National Cemetery.  Shinseki gave approval for retired Air Force Officer Linda 
Campbell, 66, to bury the ashes of her same-sex spouse, Nancy Lynchild, at 
Williamette National Cemetery in Portland, Oregon.  The couple was legally 
married in 2010 in British Columbia, Canada.

The Defense of Marriage Act prevents the burial of same-sex spouses at 
National Cemeteries administered by the VA.  After a personal request, 
Shinseki used his Title 38 discretionary authority to approve the request.

The VA later released a statement saying “This was the first non-Veteran 
partner of the same gender [Shinseki] was asked to consider; this is the first 
he has approved.  It is important to note that the Secretary did not base his 
decision on the individual’s marital status or state recognized relationship 
status, but rather based it, in part, on evidence of a committed relationship 
between the individual and the Veteran.”

Poaching Veterans’ Pensions
WASHINGTON – Veterans and their families are targets for dishonest advisors 
who claim to offer free help with pension claims.  The scheme involves 
attorneys, financial planners and insurance agents trying to convince 
Veterans to transfer their assets to a trust or to invest in insurance products.  
What they don’t reveal is that these transactions could mean the loss of 
eligibility for Medicaid services or loss of access to their money for a long time.  

Veteran’s 
Corner

continued on  p.15



10

News From LACERA
by JJ Popowich
Assistant Executive Officer

For Sale

Letters
To The EditorI hope everyone had a great summer and is 

enjoying the fall months. 

This issue’s topics are driven by current events. 
As I write this article major provisions of the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 
2010 (PPACA) have gone into effect with the 
debut of healthcare exchanges in many states, including California. This 
followed on the heels of two major Supreme Court decisions that made 
it possible for same sex couples in California to get married and enjoy the 
same treatment as heterosexual couples in the eye of federal law. All of this 
impacts LACERA in some way or another and that’s what I want to talk to 
you about today. 

We continue to get calls from members asking if there are any impacts 
to LACERA’s Retiree Healthcare plans as a result of the PPACA. I’d like to 
start by reassuring you that there are really no impacts to LACERA’s retiree 
healthcare plans that have resulted from this new legislation. 

Over the next few months you will hear all sorts of ads and news stories 
that might seem confusing. The important thing to remember is that if 
you are covered by LACERA’s retiree healthcare plans you have satisfied 
the requirement to have health insurance. You don’t have to do anything! 
It’s all taken care of.

Our Communications team published a very informative article about the 
PPACA in our September Spotlight on Retirement Newsletter. If you haven’t 
read the article yet, I highly recommend taking a look at the article. If you 
don’t have a copy you can download a digital version online at lacera.com. 
One important message we hope you’ll remember is no matter what anyone 
tells you, you do not need to enroll in any of the healthcare exchange plans 
if you have LACERA retiree healthcare. If you do, you could jeopardize your 
LACERA healthcare coverage.  If in doubt give us a call first and one of our 
Retirement Benefit Specialists will be happy to answer any questions you 
may have regarding LACERA Retiree Healthcare benefits. 

The other topic on my mind today is for our retired members who were in 
a domestic partnership with a same sex partner when they retired and all 
members who wish to marry a same sex partner.

You may recall that Proposition 8 was challenged in state courts and 
federal courts as soon as it was passed by the voters of California in 2008. 
The California Supreme Court ruled the proposition violated the state 
constitution and barred California from enforcing the proposition. California, 
the official representatives of the people and the enforcer of the laws, failed 
to appeal the decision. In its place a group of private citizens challenged 
the California Supreme Court’s decision. 

Eventually the US Court of Appeals for the Ninth District ruled that the 
private citizens could defend the initiative in place of the California 
government. This started another legal battle which eventually came to 
the US Supreme Court. The US Supreme Court ruled on June 26, 2013, 
that the private citizens had no right to defend the law and therefore the 
decision of the California State Supreme Court that the law violated the 
California Constitution remained in effect. As a result, as of the date of the 
US Supreme Court’s decision same sex marriages were legal again as soon 
as California government could issue an order that they could resume. 
Governor Brown issued orders later that day to resume issuing marriage 
licenses to same sex couples.

Continued on p.15

Much gratitude to all of the officers and 
committees of RELAC!  You do so much for Los 
Angeles County retirees.  And a special thank you 
for the birthday card.  I am blessed at 91 years to 
still be active in spite of many aches and pains.
Eileen Holder
Hacienda Heights, CA

Thank you RELAC and Outreach Committee (Alice 
Prouty) for the beautiful birthday card and for all 
the previous cards and calendars you sent to me.  
I am 96 years old.
Delia Loya
San Dimas, CA  

Thank you for the birthday card and for all you 
do for us.
Victoria Avila
Glendora, CA

Thanks for the birthday wishes.  Sorry it took me 
so long.  Sincerely,
Margaret Walker
Los Angeles, CA

Thank you for the card on my 92nd Birthday.  It 
was very kind of you to remember me.  Love 
and kisses,
Marjorie Newton
Leesburg, FL

ONE (1) STORY TOWN-HOME – Two bedroom, 
two bath, near Lake Greenwood in Greenwood, 
South Carolina.  Asking $78,500.  Contact Kellar 
Lawrence team at http://kellarlawrence.com or 
at (864) 942-8991 (Property owned by RELAC 
member)

TIME SHARE – (MGVOA/DIAMOND RESORTS) 
- Paid $29,805, asking $15,000 plus quarterly 
assessment fees.  24-month use term.  Call Clyde 
at (310) 429-7761.
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Scenes from the Annual Picnic, October 5
Photos by Jason Williams

Cheryl Routon - 
$25 Bingo winner

Door Prize winner Roscoe Tilman 
and RELAC Director Simon Russin

Swing dancers Anthony 
Ayala and Helen Gonzalez

Line dancers

Food line- Kristen Price 
and her grandmother, 
Flora Frazier
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IN MEMORIAM
This list includes retired employees, both RELAC members and non-members.

 Alcohol/Drug Pgms. Admin.
 Valdivia, John                      
Antelope Valley Rehab. Center
 Coon, Darline
Animal Control
 Dollar, Herbert
Assessor
 Carlson, Ronald
 Crawford, Melvin
 Giannone, Joseph
 Minor, Curtis
Auditor-Controller
 Scholtes, Neva
Chief Information Office
 Butler, Larine
Child Support Services
 McClendon, Cadance
 Washington, Beverly
Children & Family Services
 Dodge, Clara
 Lomax, Lana
 Miller, Roberta
 Schaeffer, David
Community & Senior Service
 Reynolds, Sharon
 District Attorney
 Acquistapace, Marjorie
 Mobley, Eugene
Engineer
 Bayliss, Thomas
 Edwards, Clarence
 Parsons, James
 Ravensberg, Richard
Fire
 Connolly, Edward
 Creviston, Andrew
 Gronewold, Carl
 Ireland, Francis
 Johnson, Harold
 Lehmann, David
 Meyer, Ted
 Schwartz, Hugh
 White, Gene
Flood Control District
 Guyovich, Raymond
Harbor/UCLA Medical Center
 Barnes, Patricia
 Hollenbeck, Delmar
 Humphries, Mary
 Long, Tomasa
 Smith, Ashtonell
 Zabel, Georgia

Health Services
 Carter, L.A.
 Cumagun, Catalino
 Esler, Yvonne
 McVeigh, James
 Internal Services
 Carrillo, Charlie
 Cohen, Jerry
 Cummings, James
 Magsombol, Zenaida
 Perez, Melesio
 Shinar, Christine
 Urasaki, Janice
King/Drew Medical Center
 Allarakhia, Tajdin
 Brizuela, Judith
 Griffin, Diana
 Johnson, Melba
 Lucas, Willie
 McKee, Benjamin
 Owens, Abbie
 Walker, Gloria
 Williams, Lafayette
 Williams, Marsha
LAC+USC Medical Center
 Breceda, Martin
 Dye, Liddy
 Factura, Ev
 Ferrulli, Dominick
 Goh, Victoria
 Harris, Dale
 Lazarus, Nesamani
 Lee, Beverly
 Mills, Isabella
 Ramos, Maria
 Roelsgaard, Niels
 Rosales, Juan
 Rosborough, Kathryn
 Ryan, Stephen
 Tullis, Dorothy
 Vale, Gerald
 Williams, Warna
Mechanical
 Boyle, Andrew
 Briggs, Arthur J.
 Robinson, Lavernon
Mental Health
 Gooch, Francine
 Thomas, Albert
Municipal Court
 Snyder, Lee
Museum of Art
 Kenion, James

Olive View/UCLA Hospital
 Hudson, Ruth
 Reynolds, Bertha
Parks & Recreation
 Haynes, Joseph
 Kerr, Lorene
 Schlegel, Jerry
Probation
 Beal, Cleo
 Blain, Brian
 Brown, Keith
 Cannon, Robert
 Connary, Barbara
 Crumpler, William
 Erickson, Juliet
 Hill, Jo Anne
 Jennings, H. L.
 Jordan, Doreen
 Lemond, Kenneth
 Lewis, Elizabeth
 Martin, Ernesteen
 McGill, Phyllis Ann
 Miles, Steven
 Newman, William
 Rosas, Armando
 Smith, Mitchell
 Young, Newton
 Public Defender
 Haveson, John
 Sax, Hillary
Public Health Program
 Boyce, Lillieth
 Greer, Willie
 Hayakawa, Yoshiko
 Mathieu, Evelyn
 Okronick, Robert
Public Library
 Casement, Juanita
 Delida, Marjorie
 Public Social Services
 Blanco-Rico, Edilia
 Brown, Bernice
 Chatwood, Pearl
 Dahlstrom, Cheryl
 Drumm, Audrey
 Emerson, Mary
 Gilmer, Margaret
 Hicks, Carolyn
 Lashbrook, Mary
 Levenson, Jordan
 Licht, Colleen
 May, John
 Mayfield, Dorothy
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IN MEMORIAM
This list includes retired employees, both RELAC members and non-members.

 Medina, Oscar
 Monsour, Amelia
 Porter, Armand
 Reyes, Guillermo
 Sherbak, Edward
 Soto, John
 Squier, Gerald
 Stallworth, Viola
 Thompson, Rosemary
 Thorburn, Marjorie
Public Works
 Cox, George
 Esquer, Guillermo
 Gregory, Dale
 Jonas, William
 Lindsay, Joseph
 Pang, Stephen
 Shaw, John
 Vasquez, Louis
Rancho Los Amigos Hospital
 Barber, Mary
 Farmer, Sheila
 Hamilton, Clarence
 Lynch, Crystal
 McMurray, Garoldine
 Ortiz, Selena
 Palmer, Jean
 Shelton, Helen
Real Estate Management
 Lins, Gregory

Reg.-Recorder/County Clerk 
 Redd, Mary
Sheriff
 Brown, Leslie
 Burney, Willard
 Cantrell, LaVonne
 Castillo, William
 Ceperkovic, Mario
 Coon, Kenneth
 Doehrer, Russell
 Donley, Reece
 Edwards, Clarence
 Elliott, Charles
 Gad, Mostafa
 Graybehl, Gordon
 Holt, Bernard
 Johnson, Elfield
 Kalnas, John
 Longshore, Richard
 Matthews, John
 Racicot, Michelinn
 Rice, James
 Roberson, Dorothy
 Robles, Richard
 Rollins, Bob
 Ruis, Dale
 Sauls, Naomi
 Sharf, Andrew
 Sigworth, Harry
 Tomlinson, Don
 Wells, Gordon

 So. Coast Air Quality Mgmt. Dist.
 Billheimer, John
 Murray, Francis
Superior Court/County Clerk
 Bain, Theresa
 Blake, Margaret
 Jones, Earnestine
 Lasher, Allan
 Levy, Pauline
 Lopez, Lillian
 Metcalf, Mary
Treasurer & Tax Collector
 Alvord, Howard
 Armstrong, Hallene
 Noble, Dwaine 
Women’s Hospital
 Brown, Hattie 
 Hayashi, Sally
 
Department Not Designated
 Anderson, Gloria
 Donals, Milton
 Gill, Donald
 Haro, Rigoberto
 Hartfield, Lawrence
 King, Edwin
 Langley, Stephen
 Morgan, Pat D.
 Swajian, Arthur

Adding insult to injury, the advisors are charging 
fees that range from hundreds to thousands of 
dollars for their services.  Learn more at http://
www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0349-poaching-
veterans-pensions. 

Published in Echoes, Retired U.S. Army
Submitted by George Hernandez

I know we have received some inquiries from retired members in a same sex 
domestic partnership that would like to get married now that it is legal again. 
If you are in this group, it is important that you do not dissolve your domestic 
partnership before you get married. Eligibility for LACERA survivorship 
benefits requires the member and the partner to be in a partnership (or 
marriage) one year prior to retirement (or one day prior to retirement if you 
retired under a service connected disability). If you dissolve the domestic 
partnership and then get married, it breaks the legal partnership between 
you and your partner. The new marriage date becomes a new “legal contract” 
and since it is after retirement the new spouse is no longer eligible for survivor 
benefits. However, if you get married before you dissolve the domestic 
partnership the law views it as a continuous “legal contract” relationship and 
your partner–now the new spouse–continues to be eligible for survivorship 
benefits. 

Over the next few months LACERA will be reaching out to same sex couples in 
a domestic partnership and/or those we have been notified are now married 
to let them know more about the process of requesting an amended 1099-
R. If you are in this group of people it’s important that you submit a copy of 
your marriage certificate to LACERA if you have not already done so. 

Well that’s it for this issue. Until next time enjoy your retirement. 

Veteran's Corner  continued from p.9 LACERA continued from p.10



General Membership Meeting

RETIRED EMPLOYEES 
of LOS ANGELES COUNTY
1000 South Fremont Ave. Unit 15
Alhambra, CA 91803-8802

Return Service Requested

NoN-profit
U.S. poStAGE

P A I D
pErMit #66

pASADENA, CA

IMPORTANT!
Are you moving?

Did you change your 
name?

Cut  out the address 
portion of this 
newsletter, correct it 
and mail to:
RELAC
1000 S. Fremont Ave., 
Unit 15 Alhambra, CA 
91803-8802 or
Phone:
(800) 537-3522
(626) 308-0532
Fax: (626) 308-2901
Email:
admin@relac.org
website:
www.relac.org

Note: It is important 
that you mail this 
to RELAC or contact 
RELAC by phone as 
we DO NOT receive 
your address change 
from LACERA.

Mary K. Rodriguez, Chair, Program Committee

Provided by the Very Entertaining Hyland Band with Vocals by Jennifer Gates
All present can join in singing songs of the season

Tuesday, December 10, 2013
Carson Community Center
801 East Carson Street, Carson, CA  90745

9:00 a.m. - Complimentary Refreshments
A SPECIAL GIFT FOR ALL ATTENDEES
10:00 a.m. - HOLIDAY FESTIVITIES BEGIN
~ LOTS AND LOTS OF DOOR PRIZES ~
Please bring your RELAC Membership Card

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:
Route I-405 South  to Carson St. 
(Exit 34).Turn left onto E. Carson St.  
Go 0.3 miles to 801 E. Carson St.

Route I-405 North  to Carson St. 
West Exit  (Exit 34).Merge onto E. 
Carson St. Go 0.3 miles to 801 E. 
Carson St. 


