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President’s Message
by Dave Muir

Your Pension and Health Care Watchdog
www.relac.org  •  e-mail: admin @relac.org62  Years of Dedicated Service 

to L.A. County Retirees

As we launch into a new calendar year, I wish all our 
readers a Happy New Year and good health in the 
year 2020 and beyond.  RELAC will continue with 
our many activities designed to promote a happy 
and productive life in retirement.  

I look forward to the future with great optimism.  
Two significant events make me especially confident that our future 
retirement benefits are secure.  

First, in November 2019, the LACERA Boards of Retirement and Investments 
unanimously hired Santos Kreimann to serve as LACERA’s new CEO.  
(See related article on this page.)  Mr. Kreimann is the perfect executive 
to lead LACERA into the future and to deal with two current issues: (1) 
recommendations identified in a recent County audit to improve operations; 
and (2) concerns raised about travel and education expenses incurred by 
LACERA board members.  

The second event that gives me confidence is the enhancement in the 
County’s credit rating, which occurred in July 2019, when the global ratings 
agency Standard & Poor's raised the County’s credit rating to AAA.  This is the 
highest possible credit rating available in the financial markets.  In granting 
the upgrade, Standard and Poor’s took note of the County's “long-term trend 
of robust local economic performance from an already strong and very diverse 
tax base, and an associated strengthening in revenue and tax base that have 
improved its capacity to meet capital and service priorities.”

The County’s press release called the credit upgrade an “historic first,” and 
noted that an AAA rating is shared by only 12 other California counties. The 
release went on to state that the County was “the social safety net for more 
than 10 million residents, and [the] credit upgrade will help [the County] 
save public dollars that can then be re-invested in housing the homeless, 
treating the mentally ill, building a more sustainable region, and creating 
real and positive social change so that our residents can live their best lives.”

The soundness of County finances is critically important to us.  As I’ve pointed 
out before, the only way our retirement benefits could be reduced would be 
through a bankruptcy by the County. There have been several pension reform 
proposals in the past, and I have no doubt we will see more proposals in the 
future.  But these proposals have always been directed at current employees, 
not those already retired.  As retirees, our benefits are vested and protected 
by the California Constitution.    The County’s top credit rating with Standard 
and Poor’s is indeed good news for us.   

As always, I want to thank our members for supporting RELAC.  Maintaining 
a strong membership base allows us to be vigilant in protecting the rights 
of County retirees. 
 
YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT KEEPS RELAC STRONG AS YOUR PENSION 
AND HEALTH CARE WATCHDOG.   

Santos H. Kreimann 
is New LACERA CEO
Santos H. Kreimann, a 30-
year County employee who 
was most recently chief 
deputy assessor, is the new 
chief executive officer of 
the Los Angeles County 
Employees Retirement Association (LACERA).

Kreimann’s appointment was effective Nov. 16.  
He replaces Lou Lazatin, who was terminated 
by the LACERA Boards of Retirement and 
Investments last June. Steven P. Rice, who has 
been acting CEO, has returned to his work as 
chief counsel. 

“I’ll do my best to safeguard your retirement 
from risk,” he told RELAC. “I have a lot of people 
counting on me.”

As the County’s chief deputy assessor, Kreimann 
oversaw an assessment roll totaling over $1.6 
trillion, 1,400 employees, and a customer service 
operation processing hundreds of thousands 
of mail, phone, and counter enrollments 
and inquiries. He has broad experience in 
budgeting, financial management and controls, 
strategic planning, customer service, IT systems, 
and organizational operations. 

Kreimann also served as deputy chief executive 
officer for operations and capital projects and 
director of the Department of Beaches and 
Harbors, as well as in positions of responsibility 
in the Chief Administrative Office, Department 
of Health Services, and Office of the Treasurer 
and Tax Collector.

"Santos will be a dynamic and forward-looking 
leader for LACERA. He understands and cares 
about our members and our staff, having spent 
his entire career serving Los Angeles County 
and its residents," said Alan Bernstein, chair 
of LACERA's Board of Retirement. "The Boards 
conducted an extensive national search. The 
final candidates went through a rigorous 
selection process. The Boards were unanimous 
in selecting Santos Kreimann as LACERA's chief 
executive officer."

"Santos has a history of excellence in serving 
the residents and employees of Los Angeles 
County, which he will now bring to LACERA 
for the benefit of our members," added Shawn 
Kehoe, chair of the Board of Investments. "His 

continued on p. 6
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I always find it interesting 
when retirees talk about 
moving out of the State of 
California and make it sound like everyone is doing 
it.  So, this month I thought I would share with all 
of you just where we do live as we retire and plan 
for the latter part of our lives.

Currently we have LA. County retirees living in all 
50 states and 52 foreign countries and territories.  
The overwhelming majority -- 57,231 -- still live 
in California.

The state breakdown goes like this:
Arizona—1,744; Nevada—1,672; Texas—1,089; 	
Washington—789; Oregon—730.	 Florida—531; 	
Idaho—506; Colorado—397; Georgia—359; Utah—290.

North Carolina—221;  Tennessee—218;  Hawaii—200; 
Missouri—186.

New Mexico—172;  Louisiana—162;  Virginia—156; 	
Montana—153.

Arkansas—149;  Oklahoma—124;  Alabama & 
Illinois—105. 

Mississippi & Ohio—98; New York—93; Michigan & 
Pennsylvania—87.

South Carolina—81; Maryland—72;  Kansas—64; 	
Kentucky—63.

Indiana—62; Wisconsin—57;  Wyoming—51; 
Massachusetts—49.

Minnesota—47; Iowa—41; New Jersey—35;    
Nebraska—29.

South Dakota—26  ; Connecticut—23; Maine—22; 
New Hampshire—18.

Alaska—16; West Virginia—14; Delaware 11; 
Washington, D.C. & Puerto Rico—9; Vermont—6; 
Rhode Island—4.
We also have about 250 retirees living in 52 foreign 
countries and territories.  

There are a few observations to make from this 
data.  First, some of these states have no state 
income tax and that, I presume, is a major reason 
for some to relocate there.  

Access to affordable and good health care is 
another reason why our members choose the 
places that they do, and I have noticed a relevant 
correlation between states that we are relocating 
to and places that have the availability of Kaiser 
insurance.  Speaking of Kaiser, I am pleased to 
announce in this article that Kaiser will soon 
be available in the State of Washington for our 
LACERA members.  This has been a work in 
progress for quite some time and the approval 
was just given in early November.  I anticipate 
that more information on this will be forthcoming 
soon.  

Take care, and if you need more information, feel 
free to e-mail me at leslasd@aol.com .

News From LACERA
by JJ Popowich
Assistant Executive Officer

Retirement 
Board                                                                       
by Les Robbins                                                                                                                                          
Member, RELAC Board                                                                                                                           
Vice Chairman, LACERA Board 
of Retirement

It's the beginning of December as I sit down to write 
this month's article. I hope everyone had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving. By the time you read this article, we 
will be celebrating the holidays and getting ready for 
the New Year. I hope that you have had a happy and 
joyous holiday season. 

I am pleased to announce LACERA has a new CEO. LACERA’s Boards 
appointed Santos H. Kreimann as our new CEO effective Nov. 16, 2019. Mr. 
Kreimann is already part of the LACERA family having worked for the County 
for many years, most recently for the County Assessor’s office. 

I cannot help but reflect that 2019 has been a year of change. This time last 
year, I was also welcoming a new CEO to the family. Shortly after that article, 
Steven Rice, LACERA’s chief counsel, stepped up to provide day-to-day 
leadership of the organization while the Board searched for Mr. Kreimann. 
Certainly, that is a lot of change in a short period. 

Despite all of this change, I would say the theme for 2019 was not change, 
but consistency. Even with the leadership changes, LACERA continued to 
perform and continued to deliver on the promised benefit. We continued 
our strong investment performance. We continued providing a high 
level of service. We also continued working on improvement as we made 
progress on our goals to redesign lacera.com and work on a new retirement 
application. 

We also continued to roll out new service enhancements. In November, we 
added functionality that allows members to upload documents to LACERA 
electronically. We rolled out a few new features for active members to get 
automatic updates to cost letters for purchasing certain types of service that 
will ultimately reduce processing workloads in our Benefits area – which in 
turn allows us to respond to member requests quicker and more efficiently. 

All this progress does not mean we haven’t faced some challenges as well. 
Nevertheless, even when faced with challenges, the staff members gathered 
around, put their heads together, and found a way to address them. That 
is the strength of LACERA. 

I expect our strength and the exciting new leadership of Mr. Kreimann will 
be the catalyst for great things to come. Through it all we will be here – for 
you – just like we always have been. 

As I do every year, I want to remind everyone that for the next several 
months LACERA’s Member Services and Benefits staff members will be in 
the midst of our annual retirement rush season that we affectionately call 
“March Madness.” December through March is our “March Madness” period 
because this is the time of year most members plan on retiring in order to 
take advantage of any cost of living increase (COLA) that goes into effect in 
April. While we expect to handle this annual rush of visits and calls without 
any additional noticeable delays, please be patient with us as we work to 
get to each and every person who calls or visits. 

Well that's it for this month. Until we chat again I wish each of you the 
best health, happiness, and as much fun as you can get as you enjoy your 
retirement. 
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RELAC Matters
RELAC Members React to Appointment of 
Santos H. Kreimann as New LACERA CEO
Joseph Kelly                                                                                                                                 
Chief Deputy Treasurer-Tax Collector, 2010- 2014; Treasurer-Tax Collector, 2014-
2019            
I have come to know Santos as an executive manager who values very much 
the core mission of departments, who appreciates very much the critical 
role staff play in carrying out that mission, and who directs resources to 
ensure the efficiency of operations.   More than that, he understands the 
necessity to collaborate with internal and external stakeholders, and the 
benefits of that collaboration.  I think it was that characteristic that made 
him such a valued partner to my office.  He also has a warm interpersonal 
skill set, and engages with his peers and his staff in a very calm, respectful 
and professional manner.  I don’t know that I have ever seen Santos upset or 
distressed over a matter, at least in the office.  That’s a really important trait 
for “the boss” to have, for in challenging times or in times of uncertainty, it’s 
the boss that needs to affirm to his management team, “We got this.”  I feel 
very comfortable that with Santos at the helm, LACERA got this.  It’s a great 
appointment, and I couldn’t be happier for Santos, for the LACERA staff and 
for the LACERA members, active and retired.

Dave Muir                                                                                                                               
RELAC President, LACERA Investments Board Member                                                        
Santos comes to LACERA with a proven record of success in top management 
positions in L.A. County government.   I’m delighted LACERA will be the 
beneficiary of his extensive leadership talents.

Kerry Silverstrom
Chief Deputy Director, Beaches and Harbors                                                                       
 “Santos is a tenacious learner and will pick up quite easily anything outside 
his existing sphere of knowledge.  He also is motivated to succeed.  I think 
LACERA has wisely grabbed him!”    

Linda C. Hopkins                                                                                                                
RELAC Board Member
In various assignments I had over the years in my role as departmental 
HR manager for the Department of Human Resources, I would often be 
in committee meetings that Santos was part of.  I always found him to be 
approachable, a good listener and a truly caring person. I am looking forward 
to this new relationship.

Evelyn Gutierrez                                                                                                                         
RELAC Board Member                                                                                                                      
I was excited when I learned Santos was appointed as LACERA’s new CEO.  
He will be a great addition to the LACERA team.

RELAC Members Get Discount on See’s Candies
As usual, See’s Candies is offering candy sales to RELAC members at a 
discount!

Effective through October 2020, you may purchase See’s Candies at our 
special discount price at any See’s quantity discount shop.

Call (800) 877-7337, tell the See’s representative you are a RELAC member, 
and ask for the location of the See’s quantity discount store closest to your 
home. You can also find a list on the internet by searching See’s Candies 
Quantity Discount Shops or call the RELAC office at (626) 308-0532.

SHOW YOUR RELAC MEMBERSHIP CARD AT TIME OF PURCHASE.

Happy Birthday, 
RELAC Centenarians

Happy birthday to our members who will be 
100 and older in January and February.

Shirley L. Gruskin, 100, 
Public Social Services, Jan. 11, 1920                                        

Margaret M. Moriyama, 100, 
Communications, Jan. 11, 1920                                             

Gilda Saporito, 100, 
Health Services, Jan 12, 1920                                                               

Leona Biro, 100, 
Health Services, Jan. 27, 1920                                                                    
Marguerite M. De Silva, 100, 

Assessor, Jan. 27, 1920                                                            
Irving Sherman, 101, 

Flood Control, Feb. 5, 1919                                                              
Catherine S. Uyeda, 103, 

Probation, Feb. 4, 1917

At 97, He Was Oldest Picnic Attendee
In the November-December 2019 newsletter, we ran 
a photo of 94-year-old Manuel Navarrete, whom we 
identified as the oldest attendee at RELAC’s annual 
picnic. We stand corrected. That distinction goes to Cliff 
Erven, 97. Erven is a retiree of the Sheriff’s Department, 
retiring on March 31, 1974 after 25 years of service.

Doing Our Part
In consideration of the protection of our 
environment, the RELAC office no longer 
provides individual bottled water for staff and 
directors, but instead uses a water dispenser 
and encourages use of paper cups and/or 
reusable personal water bottles.  
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Golf News
by Gil Sandoval
RELAC Golf Director

WHITTIER NARROWS Golf Tournament 
Dec. 2, 2019 

The day started off on the cold side, but warmed up 
as we went along.  Overall, it was a nice day at Whittier 
Narrows.  Michael Hernandez won the ”A” flight with 
net 73.  Benny Martinez was two strokes back at net 75 and took second, 
just one stroke ahead of Don Hughes, who placed third at net 76. The “B” 
flight was evenly spaced as Frank Da Vanzo won with a net 73.   Following 
two back in second place was Al Kelly at net 75.   Just two strokes behind 
him was Rex Loughran, who took third place at net 77.  

Jim Meek continues to play well.  He repeated his win at net 68 in the “C” 
flight.  It was the best round of the day.  Miguel Ortiz- Marroquin, with the 
second best round of the day, brought in net 70 for second place.  Richard 
Duran finished at an even par net 72 to take third place.  The “C” flight all 
played well. 

The Ladies flight had no participants at this tournament.  We encourage 
our women members to come out and join the fun. We appreciate your 
participation.  

Unfortunately, sometimes the newsletter deadline comes before we play, 
so we are unable to publish the results of our game or announce our next 
tournament.  Hopefully, those of you who have friends that play with us 
and do not have access to the website will pass on the information about 
our next tournament so they can sign up to play.  The membership rolls of 
RELAC are becoming smaller, so if you can help RELAC recruit new members 
that are golfers, it would be more than great.  So, please take this plea to 
heart and help us grow.

Emerald Desert welcomed 
our RELAC group on Oct. 21. 
This was a small group, but everyone had a very 
nice time. In attendance were Mike and Veronica 
Reyes, Ron and Betsy Morgon, Dave and Jan 
Coleman, Janet Cerato, Bill and Janice Hayhurst, 
Bob and Linda Reyes, and Leon and Dian Stegall.

We were fortunate to get the large club room, 
which was very nice. The Reyes brothers provided 
two great breakfasts, and, of course, the potluck 
meals were good. Cards were played a few times, 
and enjoyed by the players.  On Wednesday 
night, the group went to Roc Firehouse, which is 
always a favorite when we are in the area.

Jan. 26 will find us at Pechanga again—another 
favorite RV spot. On March 22 we will return 
to Banning Stagecoach KOA. Come join us for 
a camping weekend of fun. The reservation 
coupons are on the RELAC website under the 
Calendar of Events tab.

WHITTIER NARROW RESULTS
 “A Flight Winners (19 and under)
1st   Michael Hernandez	 (73)			 
2nd  Benny Martinez	 (75)
 3rd   Don Hughes	 (76)
“B” Flight (20 to 26 Handicaps)			
1st    Frank DaVanzo	 (73)
2nd  Al Kelly	 (75)       			 
3rd  Rex Loughran	 (77)
“C” Flight (27 and up Handicaps)			 
1st    Jim Meek 	 (68)			 
2nd   Miguel Ortiz-Marroquin	 (70)			 
3rd   Richard Duran	 (72)	
Closest to the Pin on Par 3s
MEN
#5,7 –No Winner					   
#10 – Miguel Ortiz-Marroquin				  
#16 -  Miguel Ortiz-Marroquin			 

Next tournament at:  Los Amigos Golf Course 
on Jan. 27. Entrees must be received by Jan. 9.
First tee at 8 a.m.

Please note whenever the entry form is not 
part of the newsletter, it can be found on the 
RELAC web page:  www.relac.org.  Follow the 
link to activities (Golf ).
	
NOTE: Only ONE GUEST per member.			
Enclose check for all golfers @ $33 per golfer.	
Make check payable to RELAC.  Mail entry to:		
RELAC, 1000 S. Fremont Ave. #15,			 
Alhambra, CA 91803-8802.                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                     

RV Outing 
Notes
Jeanne Klauk,
Assistant Coordinator 
of the RV Club

LETTERS TO EDITOR
Thank you and everyone over at RELAC for partnering with our Department 
of Workforce Development, Aging and Community Services to join the L.A. 
Found Team by sponsoring five tracking bracelets.  It gives me great pleasure 
to know that everyone is doing their part to ensure that this program is 
available to those who benefit the most from it.  There is nothing more 
rewarding than knowing that your contributions help ensure lives are saved 
and families reunited. Once again, thank you!                                                                                        
Supervisor Janice Hahn, County of Los Angeles
Hello, everyone! Thank you for everything you do for us!
Mary Lou Andrade, Huntington Beach, California
RELAC, thanks for remembering my birthday; thanks also for the calendar 
pocket book and for all you do for us. It is transportation that keeps me 
from attending the events provided for us. I do have something that might 
be quite of interest – I may have been one of the first to get an interpreter 
certificate. They had to find someone to test me. The test questions had not 
been formulated yet. Again, thank you for all the knowledge and care you 
provide.
Rose Martinez, Ventura, California 
Thank you for publishing the article on the death of Loverine Butler. I knew 
she was the first female coroner field investigator in California, but did not 
know she was the first in the nation. I am not surprised.  She was a wonderful 
woman.  During the OJ Simpson trial in 1995, she and another investigator, 
Mr. Winston, sent me a huge flower arrangement to the courtroom wishing 
me the best.  We were a family then and now. You are truly a detective 
investigator-editor. RELAC is fortunate to have you.                                                                                   
Lakshmanan Sathyavagiswaran, Retired Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner
I really appreciate your efforts to revitalize the RELAC Newsletter.  There is 
something to read in it in addition to obituaries.
Harry Stone, Whittier, California

Write On!
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Annual Recognition Luncheon 
Thursday, Feb. 20, 2020 

Almansor Court, 700 Almansor St., Alhambra 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keynote Speaker 
  Public Defender Ricardo D. Garcia 

                   Speaking on “Holistic Advocacy” 
 

Special Guest 
LACERA CEO Santos H. Kreimann 

 

Recognition Awards: 
     L.A. Found Initiative 

            March for Babies 2019 Team 
 

$25 per luncheon ticket: Entrée choice of prime rib or  
baked garlic chicken, vegetarian pasta plate 
No-host cocktail hour: 10:30 a.m. – 12 noon 
Luncheon and program: 12 noon – 3:30 p.m. 

 

Inspiring performance by TSA Chorus 
 

Reservation Form 
Annual Recognition Luncheon 

Thursday, Feb. 20, 2020 
Member____________________________________________

Spouse/Guest(s)______________________________________

Address__________________________   City______________ 

State_____ Zip _______   Phone Number ________________ 

Baked Garlic Chicken_____ $25/ea. Total = $_______________ 

Prime Rib of Beef________ $25/ea. Total = $_______________ 

Vegetarian Pasta Plate____ $25/ea. Total = $_______________ 

Total Enclosed $______________ 

Make check/money order payable to “RELAC” and mail to 
RELAC, 1000 S. Fremont Ave., Unit 15, Alhambra, CA 91803-8802 

Confirmation and Payment Deadline:  Feb. 6, 2020 

  
A Message from 
Public Defender 
Ricardo D. Garcia 

 
L.A. County is helping people and diverse 
communities affected by homelessness. One 
big complication is that 67% of the adults 
experiencing homelessness are justice-
involved, leading to long-term economic and 
social exclusion. That’s where the Public 
Defender’s Office comes in. 
 
My team is part of L.A. County’s holistic and 
multi-disciplinary approach to helping our 
most needy and vulnerable residents. I am 
proud to share with you more about what my 
office is doing to help. We know all too well 
that a person’s past follows them. Even minor 
criminal convictions can be a barrier to 
finding a permanent and safe place to live and 
can hinder someone looking for stable 
employment. 
 
To make the law and its benefits available to 
our most vulnerable neighbors and do what 
we can to address the homeless crisis, we 
created the Public Defender’s Homeless 
Outreach Unit, or “Help Squad.” Our office 
has two colorful vans and an SUV that 
traverse our County to meet the men and 
women experiencing homelessness and bring 
our resources to them. We regularly 
collaborate with County and city 
stakeholders, as well as community and faith-
based organizations, to help remove barriers 
to housing and services. 
 
Our mobile law office works to expunge the 
criminal records of people without housing to 
help eliminate one impediment to ultimately 
finding stability. Since the “Help Squad” was 
mobilized in January 2018, more than 3,000 
people experiencing homelessness have been 
helped. That means they’re one step closer to 
finding employment, permanent housing and 
stability. This wouldn’t be possible without 
our support and the historic ¼ cent Measure 
H sales tax. 
 
Our homeless neighbors deserve a fair and 
just system, a safe, comfortable place to call 
home, and a stable productive life. Together, 
we will achieve that. 
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Retirees Needed to Serve 
as Assessment Hearing 
Officers 
The County is looking for qualified retirees 
with flexible schedules to serve as Assessment 
Appeals Board (AAB) hearing officers to help 
settle disputes over property tax assessments. 
The AAB was created by the Board of Supervisors 
to conduct hearings on property assessment 
disputes between taxpayers and the Assessor’s 
Office to establish the assessed value of real and 
personal property on the County tax roll.

Hearing officers must have five years’ experience 
in California as an attorney, a certified public 
accountant or public accountant, a licensed 
real  estate broker,  proper ty appraiser 
certified by the California Office of Real Estate 
Professionals, a property appraiser certified by 
the State Board of Equalization, or a property 
appraiser accredited by a nationally recognized 
professional organization. 

 “Assessment hearing officers really do play a vital 
role in making our assessment appeal process 
work efficiently and effectively,” said RELAC 
member John McKibben, who supervised the 
AAB before his retirement as deputy executive 
officer of the Board of Supervisors.

“Our hearing officers don’t just help Los Angeles 
County deal with its very large workload of 
appeals, they provide taxpayers a more personal 
means of resolving what may seem to them a 
mysterious and intimidating process.  It doesn’t 
need to be mysterious or intimidating, especially 
when you, as a taxpayer, can sit down at a table 
and discuss your property tax assessment with 
a couple of ‘regular’ human beings: the hearing 
officer and an assessor’s appraiser.”

Hearing officers, who are notified and scheduled 
in advance for hearing sessions on an as-needed 
basis, are paid $150 for four-hour sessions, $225 
for those lasting four-six hours, and $300 if 
longer than six hours.

I nterested indiv iduals  may get  more 
information and apply online by going to 
www.governmentjobs.com/careers/lacounty 
and typing in “hearing officer” in the search line. 

What’s Happening?
by Evelyn Gutierrez, Chair
Special Events Committee

Best wishes for a healthy, 
happy New Year. Let’s start 
the Year 2020 by attending and 
enjoying some exciting and 
fun events.

Chinese New Year – Jan. 11-12
Monterey Park,  Lunar New Year Festival 
Dragon and lion dancers, carnival and vendors.  
East Garey Avenue from Garfield to Alhambra 
Avenue.  FREE

Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebrations
Jan. 20 – 10 a.m. in Exposition Park,  
California African American Museum.  
Art, readings and speeches. FREE

Jan. 20 - L.A. County Museum of Art
Live music and family activities. FREE
Call (310) 412-8750 for information.

The third Monday of each January is a federal 
holiday honoring the legacy and civil rights work 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.   

Chinese New Year Parade – Feb. 1 
Chinatown – Golden Dragon Parade includes 
colorful floats, marching bands and costumed
performers at the Chinatown Central Plaza.

Mardi Gras Celebration – Feb. 22-23
Fairfax Farmers Market – Featuring New Orleans 
music, strolling bands and bead throwing.  FREE

Cesar Chavez Day – March 31
Observed on Monday, March 30 in honor of 
Cesar Chavez, an American labor leader and civil 
rights activist who co-founded the National Farm 
Workers Association. California established this 
holiday to promote community service and caring 
for others.
  	

Sheriff Alex Villanueva is a veteran of the U.S. 
Air Force and the Army National Guard.

Then and Now:
Angeles are directly applicable to the needs of 
LACERA." 

"As a 30-year member of LACERA, I understand 
firsthand the importance of safeguarding the 
assets of the fund and maintaining the high 
quality customer service that our members have 
grown to expect," said Kreimann. "I am committed 
to working tirelessly to deliver on LACERA's 
mission to produce, protect and provide the 
promised benefits to our more than 174,000 active 
and retired members. I will apply my full energy to 
serving our members and leading the dedicated 
people of LACERA." 

LACERA continued from p.1
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by Evelyn Gutierrez

RELAC is proud to join the County Board of Supervisors in 
congratulating the LA County Library as the 2019 Gale/LJ 
(Library Journal) Library of the Year.  In addition, Library 
Director Skye Patrick was named Librarian of the Year 2019. 
Congratulations to our amazing and dedicated County 
Library team.

Established in 1912, LA County Library is one of the largest 
public library systems in the nation.  The library system has 
86 libraries located in the county’s diverse communities, 
three book kiosks at housing sites for older adults and youth 
in transition from state custody or foster care and a fleet of 
18 vehicles, comprised of three bookmobiles, five reading 
machines, and 10 MakMo mobiles.    

Appointed on Feb. 1, 2016, Patrick is committed to breaking 
down barriers and increasing access for all.  Focused on 
this mission, she introduced the iCount equity initiative 
to ensure that library services and programs address the 
needs of all the diverse communities.   Patrick continues to 
reinforce the library’s role as a dynamic civic and cultural 
center, a hub for public information and services, and an 
institution of literacy, innovation and lifelong learning.

In addition to traditional library services, County libraries 
host Citizenship Resource Centers, FREE flu shots (in 
partnership with the Department of Public Health), passport 
services and Veterans Resource Centers (in partnership with 
the California Department of Veterans Affairs).  Currently, four Veterans Centers are located 
in the Lancaster, La Puente, Lawndale and Norwalk libraries.

A treasured resource for our diverse community residents is found in the Library’s four 
Cultural Resource Centers: American Indian Resource Center, Asian Pacific Resource Center, 
Black Resource Center and the Chicano Resource Center. These centers provide cultural 
resources (books, film, digital archives on speeches and documents and art) addressing 
educational research needs and serving community members researching their roots and 
cultural legacies.

In addition, the libraries welcome the senior population not only as customers but as 
volunteers.  Each library encourages senior volunteers to become “Friends of the Library” and 
volunteer an hour or more to help with special events, programs, tutoring and mentoring 
youth. Other ways to help the libraries is to donate a book to the bookstores and help 
support fundraising efforts.

For additional information, visit: www.lacountylibrary.org .

LA County Library Named Library of the Year

RELAC Board member Evelyn Gutierrez is a “Friend of the East L.A. 
Library” volunteer.  Known as the “Wednesday Girl” in the library’s 
bookstore, Gutierrez enjoys helping children find the right book for their 
studies and enjoyment or listening to adult visitors wanting to share a 
story or experience they had. ”I look forward to my Wednesday volunteer 
time and reconnect with my roots in East L.A.,” she said. “I recommend 
volunteering to anyone who can spare an hour or two”. She is shown 
above, in center, volunteering on Halloween.

Joan 
Yakushiji, 
daughter 
of RELAC 
member 
Charles 
Yakushiji 
(who worked for Agricultural 
Commissioner/Weights and Measures), 
is one of volunteers at East L.A. Library, 
assisting with book sales.

FOR SALE: 
Jewish Cemetery Graves. Two side-by-side graves in Home 
of Peace Cemetery for $12,000 or best offer. In an excellent 
location: Ezekiel, Row 1, Graves 14 and 15. Cemetery price 
$15,400. E-mail BarryKurtz56@gmail.com or call Barry at (310) 
892-8536.                                                                                                                                                                            

Green Hills Memorial Park, Rancho Palos Verdes.  Three 
cemetery plots in Grace Lawn section.   Asking $7,500 each 
plus transfer fees.  Call Janet (770) 301-9681, cell. 
 
Rose Hills Memorial Park, Garden of Affection (no more plots 
available in this garden). Two burial plots, Lot 309, Graves 3 
and 4. Asking $12,000 for both.   Seller will pay transfer and 
endowment fees.  Please e-mail Grace at gracerauen0@gmail.
com or call (562) 713-5057. RELAC Board Directors  J.P. Harris, Linda Hopkins, Dave Muir 

and Alice Prouty present some of the toys collected from RELAC 
members at holiday luncheon to County firefighters for the 
Spark of Love toy drive.
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Keeping Up With Retirees
We asked four RELAC members to let us know what they 
have been doing since retirement. Their articles follow.

GEORGETTE DAME
In 1967, fresh out of high school, I 
started my County career with the 
Mechanical Department, where 
my father, Thomas F. LaLonde, 
worked.  I worked in the business 
office, keeping track of employee 
work hours.  A year later I transferred to the Executive Office of the 
Board of Supervisors as a clerk.  Over the next 33 years, I promoted 
through the department’s ranks, doing almost every job, and retired 
in 2000 as chief deputy executive officer.

My main career focus was managing Board Operations, which 
included preparing the Board’s agendas, communicating their 
actions, and keeping accurate records.    Being that my career 
included the beginning of the computer revolution and the Internet, 
my major accomplishments included electronic maintenance and 
Internet access to the County’s ordinances, the Board’s agendas and 
related records, electronic processing of claims against the County, 
legal advertising, and committee appointments and rosters, to name 
a few.  In the 1990s when property values dropped dramatically, the 
assessment appeals process was overwhelmed and I was assigned 
to manage and update the process to clear the backlog.   Later, I 
became chief deputy and took over management of Information 
Resources and the remainder of the department’s administrative 
duties.   Throughout my career I was involved with many unique 
projects that challenged my abilities and gave me a great sense of 
accomplishment.  It was a great career and I appreciate all of the 
opportunities that I was given.

It was during this time that I met my husband, Bill.  Our job 
assignments required us to attend the weekly meetings of the Board 
of Supervisors.  Seeing each other so often, we just started talking 
and developed a friendship that lasted a couple of years before we 
started dating.  We met in April 1987 and married March 16, 1990.

After retirement I kept up a busy family life with our four daughters 
and their families, and babysitting six grandchildren, including 
participating in and attending their school functions.  I volunteered 
with the Cub Scouts as a den mother and cub master for eight 
years and only stopped because of the parents’ lack of interest.   
The boys were great and I enjoyed teaching them.  I spent many 
hours gardening on our 2 ½ acres in Palmdale.  My husband, Bill, 
always said that I kept it like the landscaping at Disneyland.  I took 
up sewing and quilting and joined a wine club and took many trips 
to wineries in California with the club.   I spent much of my time 
bowling in leagues and competing in tournaments.  
In between all my activities, during the first six years of my retirement, 
I suffered with, and conquered, melanoma in my left eye and breast 
cancer.  I guess it was good that I retired when I did so that I could 
take care of myself.  And I couldn’t have made it through without 
the care and support of my husband and family.

Since our retirement, Bill and I have taken many lengthy trips all 
over America, traveling in our truck and fifth wheel trailer.  During 
our travels we often visited Texas and, in particular, Kerrville.   It 
was always our dream to move there one day.  It finally happened 
in May 2019.  We settled in Ingram, a suburb of Kerrville.  It was a 
difficult move, considering our age, but well worth it.  Our grandson 
Cody made the move with us, as did our three dogs and one cat.  
We are still getting settled in our new home and keeping up with 
our hobbies and activities.  We look forward to many happy years 
in this great State of Texas.

LARI SHEEHAN
Upon turning 65 in May 2010, I retired from Los Angeles County the 
following month after 11+ years of service. I was honored to have 
served as the deputy chief executive officer for the Community & 
Municipal Services Cluster for three years before retirement, assistant 
chief administrative officer for the Service Integration Branch from April 
2004 to June 2007, and assistant CAO for the Office of Unincorporated 
Area Services and Special Projects from February 1999 to April 2004.

In 2006, after my mother lost her third husband, I moved her from Ohio 
to live with me.  So, my retirement life has been shared with my mom 
and best friend, Virginia Lacy.  We moved to San Diego in August of 
2010:  I had worked for San Diego County for over 22 years and loved 
living here.  

With free time, Mom and I have indulged in our love of travel and 
experiencing the people and cultures of the world.  In the last nine 
years we have traveled with Grand Circle Travel, mostly on small ships 
to: France; Egypt; Russia; the Canadian Maritimes; Spain and Portugal; 
the Italian and French Riviera’s; Turkey and the Greek Islands; Lisbon 
to London; the Dalmatian Coast; Belgium and Holland; and the Rhine 
and Mosel Rivers through Belgium, Holland, France, Germany and 
Switzerland. Experiencing the wonders of the world and its people has 
been an enlightening and very special experience for us both and we’ve 
made many wonderful friends through our travels.   We are a couple 
of very lucky ladies to have had the time and wherewithal to travel!

Beginning in 2010, I became a committed volunteer with the Armed 
Services YMCA of San Diego, which serves enlisted military personnel 
and their families.  San Diego is home to the largest military population 
in the country.  My volunteer work has included serving on the Board 
of Directors, chairing Board committees, serving as a volunteer aide in 
after-school programs for children of military families, and, of course, 
fundraising.  

In May 2019, my Mom turned 99.  We had a grand celebration with 
family and friends from all over the country.  It was a marvelous party, 
which she enjoyed immensely.  However, after making the 99-mark, 
Mom’s body has been steadily going downhill and I have had to assume 
more and more caregiver responsibilities.  She took such wonderful 
care of me as I grew up, it is an honor to now care for her.  Her New Year 
wish on Jan. 1, 2019 was to make it through the year, AND my New Year 
wish was to help her do it.  We are going to make it!

We also find time to keep in contact with friends in Los Angeles and 
San Diego, as well as my sisters and brothers, nephews and nieces in 
Oregon and Northern California.  Two years ago we invested in our 
family by purchasing a condo in Tahoe City, California. Mom and I don’t 
get there often, but the family in Northern California use it all year long 
for summer and winter sports and relaxation.  It’s been wonderful to 
do something for our family while we are still here to experience their 
enjoyment of the gift.

We are thankful for a life filled with the love and care of family and 
friends, and memories of my public service work serving the people 
of Los Angeles and San Diego counties.

With mother, Virginia
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BILL DAME
I started my County career with 
the Road Department in 1968 as a 
surveyor.  I spent many a day in the 
sun, surveying for road projects. In 
1974 I joined the Antelope Valley 
Sheriff’s Reserve and while in the 
Reserve Academy, my staff regular 
“strongly” suggested I become 
a regular deputy.    I followed his 
advice, went through the Academy 
again and became a full-time deputy 
sheriff.  I took a big pay cut, but 
it was well worth it in the end.   
Graduating the Academy was my 
second proudest moment in my life -- my daughters being my first.

As a deputy, my assignments started in the jails at Wayside Max/
Pitchess Honor Rancho and Mira Loma.   I moved through the old 
Lynwood Station, West Hollywood, Lennox, Santa Clarita and the old 
Antelope Valley Station.  My final assignment was in the Administrative 
Division on special assignment to the Chief Administrative Office.  

In 1976, while working at Mira Loma, I also became a member of the 
Antelope Valley Sheriff’s Posse and Mountain Rescue.   My love of 
horses made this a natural extension of my deputy sheriff’s duties.

In 1983 I was awarded the Sheriff Department’s first medal of valor. 
While on patrol in West Hollywood, my partner and I were parked next 
to a gas station, writing reports.  There was a man just parking at one 
of the pumps, getting ready to exit his car and pump gas.  At this time 
I witnessed a car speeding down the street, going approximately 90 
mph.  The driver lost control of his vehicle, which jumped the curb and 
crashed into the car parked at the pump.   I rushed to the man at the 
pump, trapped in his vehicle as the car became engulfed in flames.  
The man was unconscious, but I could see slight movement.  The only 
entry point to the car was the driver’s door, and it was jammed.  As 
the adrenaline took over, I forced the door open, pulled the man out 
of the car, and we barely escaped, seconds before the car exploded.  

Prior to receiving the medal of valor, I thought my Army career was 
the highlight of my life.  Receiving the medal and working with the 
men and women of the Sheriff’s Department and just being part of 
the organization would have to be the highlight of my County career.

In 1987 I accepted the position of aide to Chief Administrative Officer 
Richard Dixon, responsible for his security and transportation.   I 
also had administrative assignments relating to the agendas and 
meetings of the Board of Supervisors.   This assignment became the 
most challenging of my career.   I acquired a wide range of knowledge 
about not only my department, but the County in general.  

Assisting the chief administrative officer was rewarding and enjoyable, 
but keeping up with him was physically demanding because of his 
long hours.  One day in 1992, while following him in the halls at the 
Hall of Administration, I suffered a heart attack and had to undergo 
bypass surgery.  Needless to say, this cut my career short, and I had 
to retire in 1993

After my retirement, I continued riding my horse and enjoying 
camping and posse activities until a work-related back injury forced 
me to quit.  I then started a woodworking hobby, which I enjoy to 
this day.   I also enjoy hunting and fishing.  My wife. Georgette, and I 
share our love of bowling in leagues and tournaments.  

When Georgette retired in 2000, we began traveling in our truck and 
fifth wheel trailer.  We traveled the United States, from one end to the 
other.  We particularly enjoyed Texas and I continually tried hard to 
get Georgette to move there.   Finally, after our six grandkids finally 
got old enough so we could bear to leave them, my wish of being a 
Texan came true.  In May 2019 we moved to Ingram, Texas.  We miss 
our family terribly, but we have plenty of room for them to visit.  We 
look forward to many happy years here.

SCOTT CARRIER
In 1958-1959 I lived above Zeller-
Taylor Mortuary & Ambulance 
Service while attending my junior/
senior years at Montebello High 
School. In the beginning, my duties 
included dusting caskets and 
keeping a high gloss on the limos. 
Soon, I was serving as an ambulance 
attendant, running the streets of East 
Los Angeles during late night hours. 
Following high school graduation, I 
attended Mortuary Science College 
in Los Angeles, receiving my embalming license and serving a 
two-year apprenticeship, thus beginning my years in the funeral 
profession. I served two years in the Army, then my career picked up 
where it had left off at Utter McKinley Mortuary. During those early 
years, numerous trips were made to the Medical Examiner- Coroner’s 
Office, located in the basement of the Hall of Justice. 

On May 12, 1969, I began as an embalmer for Los Angeles County. 
In six months, I was promoted to an investigator, where my primary 
duties were investigating homicides, suicides, and accidental deaths. 

In 1970 our department pioneered a satellite office in the Long Beach 
Courthouse. This is where I met my wife-to-be, Nancy Jo, who worked 
in the Department of Communications for L.A. County. We married in 
1973 and raised two sons, who are now raising families. 

Over the years, my investigations were to include the 1994 Northridge 
Earthquake, the 1986 Cerritos Air Crash, and the death of actor William 
Holden. I was assigned to the task forces for the serial killers Hillside 
Strangler and Richard Ramirez Night Stalker cases. 

In 1992 I was promoted to public information officer and spokesman 
for the Department of Coroner, and my duties included the 
dissemination of information to the media. 

I retired in March 2002 with 33 years of service. 

We wasted no time boarding our 40’ motorhome with car in tow, 
and cruising the highways, freeways, and country roads. Our first 
destination was to New York to visit Niagara Falls. We then met our 
son and his comrades in New York City to honor the firefighters and 
other responders who gave their lives in the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

For many of our retirement years, we anchored down at Howard Prairie 
Lake in Oregon, where we leveled the motorhome next to the lake 
with our fishing boat. For the next few months, we fished daily for 
trout, then smoking, canning, and freezing it. 

We often travelled with “Bluegrass” music friends, attending festivals 
in Kentucky, Arkansas, Arizona, and Virginia. Our dream trip was 
driving to Alaska for six months, which was magnificent. We have 
enjoyed cruising the last few years to Alaska, Hawaii, Central America, 
Canada and New England fall foliage, and Panama Canal. We also 
enjoyed cruising the Mississippi River aboard a steamboat, visiting 
old Southern mansions. Genealogy research, golfing and family visits 
often lead us in different directions across country. 

In 2006 we drove the Alcan Highway to Alaska on a six-month 
adventure with two other RVs. Whether ocean fishing for halibut, 
speeding down the trails on dog sleds, landing on glaciers, eating 
fresh-caught crabs in Haines, watching grizzlies frolicking with 
salmon upstream, or floating down the Kenai River…we were living 
our dream. We have been blessed to travel 49 of the 50 states in our 
motorhome. 

I serve on the Board of Directors for Long Beach Police Canine 
Association, and my wife is active in the Daughters of the American 
Revolution and volunteers at Long Beach V.A. Hospital and Fisher 
House. Any opportunity to golf is a priority.

I don’t know how we ever had time to work! 

With wife Nancy Jo
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Agric. Comm./Weights & Measures – Jesus Carrera, Sterling Fosberg,     
Corina Monsivaiz, Sally Makos, Alfonso Olivan                                                                                 
Animal Control – Taylor Vernon 
Assessor – Liu Gordon, Sonia Laureano, Scott Muraoka, Larry Patton, 
Kashabda Pruitt,  Harry Taguchi 
Auditor-Controller – Dale Strasshofer 
Board of Supervisors - Martha Mendoza-Campos, Georgette Dame, 
Paula Leiva, Mary Savinar 
CAO – Anne Ballew, Joan Schimmel-Lewandowski
CEO - Charlene Abe Elias, Anna Laura Cervantes, Dianne Davis, Joyce 
Harris, Kathleen House
Children & Family Services -  Mary Arnold, Janet Blair, James Blaycles, 
Ruthie Burrell, Sandra Bush, Martha Cardenas, Tracy Carlis, Sosa Carlos, 
Zuvirda Carter, Ernesto Chavez, Joey Chavez, Clay Cinderetha, Erik 
Degrate, Suryaprabha Eknath, M. Diana Flanagan, Deshayi David 
Ford, Sharon Gudino, Rorie Hale, Lola Hicks, Jacquelyn Holly, Zachery 
Jenkins, Constance Johnson, Heesom K. Lee, Toney Lightfoot,  Michael 
Mc Mahon, Allen Mendes, Touyer Moua, Beverly Muench, Mary Alvin 
Nichols, Margaret Oka, Ajufoh Onyelukachukwu, Tashio Ozawa, Jean 
Pintarelli, Garthia Poindexter, Sudarshan Sachdev, Dorothy Seeger, 
Alday Soledad, Heidi Sorensen, Meryl Spitzer, Patricia Trujillo, Lydia 
T. Vasquez
County Counsel - Edward Benvwniste, Tighe Hudson, Robert Reagan
District Attorney - Barbara Arnold, Christopher Rentie, Silas Davis, 
Frank Duarte, Alice Lope, Donna Sawa, Susan Speer
Engineer - Linda Higbee
Environment Health - Daniel Fresquez
Family Support - Patricia Baars
Fire – Arturo Arzaga, Rodney Cooper, Vincent Garcia, Lupe Gonzalez, 
Paul Hatherley, Tom Headrick, Robert Hewitt, Don Jackson, William 
Jones, Michael Kelly, Howard Kline, James Kross, Michael Ley, Jose 
Martinez-Torres, Edward Neprud, Patrick Osterman, David A. Reynosa, 
Beverly Rohrer, Daniel Scott, Michael Talbot, Arlene Theim, Gregory 
Vital, Arthur Wright
Flood Control - Norman Killingsworth
Harbor Medical Center - Leovina Boceta-Razon, Mamerta Case, Irene 
Cruz, Imelda De la Cruz, Clyde O'Neil, Mary Ann Roby, Lilia Santos, 
Juliet Shih, Joyce Stallworth	
Health Services - Ted Arimoto, Carmen Arroyo, Leo Barker, Dianne 
Bell, Mary Bradford, Kearlene Brooks, Delilah Bueno, Valeriea Caesar, 
Bonnie Chase, Junda Christian, Joan Crawford, Frank Degregorio, 
Mary Gordon, Ernesto Grimes, Peter Heseltine, Fred Johnson, Sarah 
Kelly, Cleophus Kidd, Yang Ja Kim, Robert Knouse, Ricardo Langcay, 
Michele Levy, Herbert Libow, Corazon Lim, William Lynch, Marsha 
Millirons, Erlinda Morris, Socorro Acero Murphy, Lillian Navarro, Eloise 
Jeannie Nordland, Marie Oku, Gladys Perez, Lorence Price, Rachel 
Puccio, Lema Ramirez, Carolyn Riley, Stephen Ruffino, Sandra Sasso, 
Irene Schorr, Brenda Shields, Cynthia Smith, Beulah Stamps, Mary 
Tetreauh, Rose Trevino, Patricia Joyce Walker, Paula Wauls, Anthony 
Weaver, 
Human Resources - Zsa Zsa Maxwell
Internal Services - Charles E. Bradford, Rebecca Byerley, Elizabeth 
Eng, Cynthia Seelig, Larry Spears, Tom Wehling 

RELAC Just Got Stronger
We are happy to report that approximately 700 new 
members signed up in October and November 2019, mainly 
as a result of a mass mailing we did to retirees who had 
not yet joined the organization.  The list we are publishing 
does not include all the names of the new members; we 
will do an addendum in the next issue of the newsletter.  
We have endeavored to be error-free in printing the names, 
but with a list so long, it is likely there will be some typos.  
Please let us know if you find an error and we will correct 
it in the March-April edition. Our appreciation to all our 
new members!

King/Drew Medical Center – Payton Drucilla, Donna Mcvay, Sandra 
Reed, Saleh Samia, Geraldine Welch, Michael Williams
LAC+USC Medical Center - Bobbie Cannon, Rose Ekejiuba, Diana 
Freeman, Marie Fobi, Ruth Gomez, Kevin Gooch, Margaret Hester, 
Douglas Jones, Frankie Knox, Barbara Kowalski, Lynvel Miles, Rosario 
Mogol, Alma Carlos-Montoya, Albert Dean Neal, Alice Peterson, Gloria 
Reed, Teana Tillman, Rose Veda, Reginald Voll, Stanley Weldon
LACERA - Kasie Boone, Charles Gale, Jr., Virginia Garrillo, Demetrius 
Hudson, Yvonne Mora
Library - Phyllis Kaufman, Kim Ok-Ye, Albert Tolvar, Agnes Zagar
Medical Examiner – Coroner - Louis Pena
Mental Health - Ruth Allen, Theodore Capuano, Predora Cuadro, 
Marion Czubiak, Robert R. Diaz, Nancy Brewster Friedman, Sandra 
Givings, Ava Imotichey, Nejuan Jackson, Joseph Mills, Rosalie Reyes-
Moreno, Victoria Pierce, Dakota Sands, Henry Sevcik, Vernon Smith, 
April Snell, Julius Weingart	
Municipal Court - Bernard Rosenthal, Richard Scritchfield	
Natural History Museum - Michael Hammer
Olive View Medical Center - Stephen Baker, Rosemary Hernandez, 
Rai Susheela
Parks & Recreation - Phillip Aguilar Jr., Ricardo Fulgencio
Probation - Hadlader Abdul, Michael Edwards, John Clark, Bruce 
Franer, Emmanuel Hamilton, John Jefferson, Nancy Brewster Johnson, 
Howard Kim, Shelia Kittling, David Leone, Waynard Liggins, Carol 
Nidorf, Christine Smith, Herbert Smith, Michael Waldorf, Andrea 
Washington, James Watts, Daron Willis, Barbara Wolpow
Public Defender - Geraldine Biggs, Teresa Duncan, Maria G. Macias                                 
Publlc Health - Patricia Alexander, Ann Baldi, Betty Chong, Stephanie 
Hall, Jung Kang, Patricia Schenk, MichaeL H Stephens, Susan Stevens, 
Jacqueline Taylor
Public Safety - Ronald Mc Murray
Public Social Services - Dalia Abuan, Lawne Anderson, Emmanuel 
Anoamo, Hien Au, Delores Ausbon, Laura Baxter, Stella Black, Helen 
Briggs, Wenonah Brock, Margaret Caudle, Barbara Susan Cook, 
Henrietta Davison, Theresa Donohue Fawcett, Virginia Garcia, Hazel 
Gardina, Amalia Gonzalez, Piramzadian Goryoon, Lee Ha, Gaubriella 
Hayer, Louella Hertz, Donna L. Hessenflow, Julianita Hofland, Sylvia 
Holguin, Carmen Ichishita, Macela Kobison, Merlinda Lopez, Jesus 
Lozoya, Ting Lu, Lorraine Lucero, Rosalind Murphy, Karine Oganesyan, 
Vernalfa Panga, Amelia Parantar, Vivian Paul, Grogin Payton, Mary 
Rosales, Pok Sam, Julie Scheuer, Joann Sealy, Lillian Sharif, Deborah 
Sharp, Julia Takeda, Duong Thuy, Carmelita Velasquez, Doroy 
Washington, Noreen Ward, Cathy L. Wheaton 
Public Works - Charles W. Adams, Barbara Burkholder, Benjamin 
Cortez, Stanley Hagiwara, Pablo Hernandez, Gary Hildebrand, Jeffrey 
Kesklow, Mario Mariani, Allan Murray, Sally Navarette, Richard Ninke, 
Palejwala  Nirupama, Karanya Piphatanapoka, Doris Roberts, Ken 
Swanson, Jose C. Soto, Alvin Walker
Rancho Los Amigos - Geraldine Mitchell, Maria Victoria Trachy, Terry 
Starr, Deborah Watts, Samuel Williams	
Reg-Rec./County Clerk - Alesia Berry, Lydia L. Gonzalez, Uchenna 
Nwofor, Martha Padilla, Michael Petricello, Dennis Wines	
Regional Planning - Elias Theo Nicholas
Sheriff - Carol Allen, Ada Baker, Robert Bayes, Rodney Bryant, Leonard 
Bodine, John Brownell, Janet Bucks, Gregory Carr, Robert Chaboua, 
Sherryl Chaffin, Gary Charlton, Ismael Chavez, Susan Chavez, Patricia 
Cisneros, Cornelia Cockerhan-Parks, Carl Copping, Cathay Davison, 
Philip De Matteo, John Devers, Michael Duddy, Lance Eddins, David 
Ehoff,  Jerry Exline, Kevin Forcier, Steven Forst, Nory Gainaru, Phillip 
Graper, Gloria Green, Mer Cell Green-Manuel, Pauline Hammons, Eric 
Hartman, Larry Hayes, Debra Herman, Lien Ho, David Hunt, Ricky 
Jennings, Roger Jewell, Michael Johnson, Fredya Jones, Paula Jones, 
Walter Jones, Deshun Jones Radcliff, Terence Judge, Paula Kaser, David 
Kemp, John Lake, Richard Leaming, Isabel Legorreta, Keyyr Levenson, 
Wai Chiu Li, Virginia Liepitz, Leonard Lindenmayer, Isabel Legorreta, 
Joyce Lubow, Mary Lusk, Mario Manzo, Mark Mc Corkle, Jose Medina, 
Bobbie Menefee, Timothy Noonan, Bryan Oatman, Robert R. Pash, 
Orlando Pile, Donald Pitt, Simeon Plyer, Frank Quichocho, Larry 
Quirol, Esteban Ramos, Danny Regalado, Matthew Reichmann, Frank 
Robles, Jay Rodriguez, Ramon Romero, John Rondina, Jose Rosales, 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
October – November 2019
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Thanks for New Member Referrals
We would like to thank the eight members and two non-members who recruited 
colleagues to join RELAC during October and November 2019.  Due to our aging 
membership, we must remain vigilant in signing up new members in order to 
remain a strong organization to protect your hard-earned pension and health 
benefits. We are the only organization that exclusively serves the interests of Los 
Angeles County retirees, so help us help you. For membership applications and 
brochures, call the RELAC office at (800) 537-3522, e-mail admin@relac.org or go 
online at www.relac. org.   Be sure to tell the new member to put your name on the 
application as making the referral.

Our thanks to these RELAC members (shown in bold) for referring new members 
(shown in italics):                   
Ermelinda Bendy, John Rondina, Sheriff.                                                                                                                        
Anna Elena Cervantes, Anna Laura Cervantes, Chief Executive Office.                                               
Evelyn Gutierrez, Albert Tovar, Library. 
Judy Hammond, Georgette Dame, Executive Office, Board of Supervisors.                                                                    
Judy Hammond, Kerry Silverstrom (active member), Beaches and Harbors. 
Priscilla Mak, Reginald Voll, Health Services.                                                                                                              
Victoria Pierce, Theodore Capuano, Mental Health.                                                                                                    
Michelle Pierson, Andrea Washington, Probation.                                                                                                             
Ida Ramos, Zsa Zsa Maxwell, Human Resources.
And, also thanks to these non-members for their referrals:
Jim Hasking, Harry Taguchi, Assessor.                                                                                                                         
Edgar Valle, Ernesto Grimes, Health Services.

Troy Royer, John Scott, Robert Schweitzer, Essie Simon, 
Susan Pickles-Streater, Vicki Stuckey, John Urbach,  
Marialuisa Valle, Erik Varon, Rudolfo Vergara, Mitchell 
Verlen, A. Allen Vestal, William Suarez-Villamil, Jane 
Volpicelli, Don Walker, George Zawrski, Qian Zuyi, 
Sheila Yamaguchi
Superior Court - Wanda Bellamy, Deborah Bergin, 
Sylvie Bland, Jose Cancel, Frances Carrillo, Shirley Chan, 
Marie Clarke, Janice Held, Wendy Horning, Elayne 
Landy, Patrick Larkin, Linda Lay, Yung Lese, Sandra 
Lindsey, Janet Miceli, Lynn Moyers, Arlene Sickler, 
Susan Telles, Mavis Theodorou, Mary Thompson, 
Carmen Young 
Treasurer-Tax Collector -David Cibulk, Kathleen 
Filmore, Mark Oune, Edwina Walker
Workforce Dev., Aging & Comm. Srvs. - Versamae 
Atchison, Terie Haro
Associates – Arthur R. Abuan, Rodolfo T. Alday, 
Ifeanyichukwu Ajufoh, Maria D. Appleman, Ailene 
Arimoto, Norma Arzaga, Hydung Au, Gerald Ausbon, 
Jerrold E. Blair, William Briggs, Richard Cayan, Leroy 
Caudle, Concepcion Chavez, Estella Chavez, Faline 
Combs,Kathy Scott-Degrate, Janice Lee Duarte, 
Mudollar Eknath, Charles Ephriam,  Marco Antonio 
Estrada, Cherry Gan, Andrea Garcia, Idelfonso 
Gonzalez, Peter M. Graf, Robert Gurevitz, Richard T. 
Harris, Christine Hatherley, Robin Headrick, Clayton 
Hertz, Jr.,  Patricia Hicks,  Robert Hofland Jr., Anthony 
Holguin, John Joseph Holly, Douglas Ichishita, 
Brenda S. Johnson, Charles Johnson, Debbie Kross, 
Edwardo Laureano, Alejandro Leiva, Nancy Ley, Mary 
G. Lozoya, Judith Mc Mahon, Marilyn Mendes, Joseph 
E. Morris, Lou Moua, Robert Muench, Janice Murasko, 
Kenneth Nichols, David Nguyen, Mary Olivan, Rita M. 
O'Neil, Susan Osterman, Deborah K. Patton, Angel 
Piramzadian, Michael Puccio,  Anil Rai, Rudolfo S. 
Razon, Virgie Rentie, Donna R. Reynoso, Marsha 
Rosenthal, Sharon Ruffino, Lalita Sachdev, Alfredo 
Sealy, Heesom Seong, Clancell Sharp, Margaret Sosa, 
Bill Speer, Janet Strasshofer, Katherine Taguchi, Ann 
E. Talbot 

 

(Photo by Richard Butler)
Retired Health Managers Reunite at December Luncheon

RELAC was well represented at the December luncheon of retired L.A. County health managers, held at the San Antonio Winery in 
Los Angeles. RELAC members in attendance at the event, one of two luncheons held annually, were:
Top Photo: Back row:  Don McCallum, Ed Foley, Joan Reyes, Kathy Lohr. Front row: Linda Walton, Barbara Johnson, Joe Indenbaum, 
Deborah Davenport, Fotine O’Connor. Bottom Photo: Back row:  Bob Gibson, John Schunhoff, Richard Marciniak, J.P. Harris, Les Robbins, 
Andy Gero, Maria Gero, Dan Essin, Harvey Kern. Front row: Judy Mylan, Elizabeth Baca, Margie Dolinski, Agnes Cheney, Areta Crowell, Sam 
Bellomo, Angelo Bellomo, Barry Hunt.
Two other RELAC members in attendance, but who didn’t make the photo, were Ron Hansen and Rene Topalian. 
Members say everyone looks forward to the point in the program when emcee Harvey Kern goes around the room and names everyone 
in attendance (including spouses/guests of members).  “It's amazing,” said Barry Hunt. “Sometimes there are 100+ attendees.  We 
always wonder if he can do it this time, and he always does!”
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Retirements: 
Chief Executive Officer Sachi Hamai, 53, to retire in February after 31 years with the County, serving with 
Auditor-Controller, Health Services, Board of Supervisors Executive Office, and as CEO since December 2014

Appointments:                                                                                                                            
Kathryn Barger is the new chair of the Board of Supervisors and Hilda Solis the pro tem, which means she will 
automatically become the chair next December. Santos H. Kreimann, most recently the County’s chief deputy 
assessor, replaces Lou Lazatin, who was terminated in June 2019, as chief executive officer of Los Angeles County 
Employees Retirement Association (LACERA).  Arlene Barrera, acting auditor-controller since April 2019 with 
33 years in the department, appointed to the permanent position at $310,829 salary.  Erika Anzoategui, acting 
alternate public defender since March 2019 with 22 years with the Alternate Public Defender and Public Defender 
Offices, named alternate public defender at salary of $330,408. Jaime Martín selected new music director of the 
Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra and the RTE National Symphony Orchestra in Ireland. Elizabeth L. Greenwood, 
a deputy city attorney for the City of Los Angeles and member of the Board of Administration of the Los Angeles 
City Employees’ Retirement System (LACERS) until June 2019, appointed by Supervisor Janice Hahn to the LACERA 
Board of Investments for three-year term.  Marvin Adams, also a former LACERS commissioner, who was on the 
LACERA Board of Retirement until December 2018, named to new three-year term by Supervisor Mark Ridley-
Thomas. Edgar Soils, a County employee from 2003-2014 and most recently interim chief nursing officer at San 
Gabriel Valley Medical Center, named chief operating officer of LAC+USC Medical Center, at salary of $223,584. 
Compton Councilwoman Michelle Chambers named special assistant for public affairs in the Assessor’s Office, 
focusing on the southwest section of the County. Stephen Whitmore, who retired as the sheriff’s spokesman 
in January 2016, suspended his retirement benefits to work full-time in Assessor’s Public Affairs section, where 
he has been a 120-day retiree employee. Michelle Guymon, director of the Probation Department’s Child 
Trafficking Unit, appointed by Gov. Gavin Newsom to the California Board of State and Community Corrections’ 
Advisory Committee on Juvenile Justice and Delinquency. Supervisor Sheila Kuehl named her environment and 
arts deputy Katy Young-Yaroslavsky (wife of former Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky’s son, David) to the County 
Economic Development Corporation. 

Departures:  
Jerome Jordan, deputy executive officer for the Board of Supervisors for past two years, moved to Atlanta, 
Georgia.   Peter Lynn, executive director of the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority.                                         

Deaths:
Principal Deputy County Counsel Randy Harris, who worked in the Dependency Division since 1998, from 
cancer. William Zimmerman, 92, former member of the Natural History Museum Board of Directors, after long 
battle with vascular dementia.  James Cook, who retired in 1988 as captain in Sheriff’s Department after 26 
years of service. Donald Smith, 80, 30+-year employee of both the L.A. City and County Housing Authorities, 
retiring as executive director of the city agency; from complications of Parkinson’s after 23-year battle.  Sybil 
White Stoller, 93, one of original founders of the Music Center. Noted artist and designer Paul Showalter II, 
78, founder of the Graphics and Communications Department at the County Museum of Art in 1966. Former 
Superior Court Judge Samuel Mayerson, 96, who as a veteran L.A. County deputy district attorney successfully 
prosecuted kidnapped heiress Patty Hearst and her SLA captors Emily and William Harris in 1975 after their 
involvement in shootout with police. Robert Levey, 94, who began 27-year County career as probation officer, 
then served 10 years as public defender and three as supervising deputy public defender before retiring in 1983.  
Glen Egstrom, 90, an underwater instructor who was a captain in Sheriff’s Emergency Services for 28 years until 
retirement in 1998. Former Superior Court Judge Joseph Mandeville, 73, who retired in 2010 after 20 years on 
the bench; following brief illness. Donna Edmiston, 60, former assistant supervising attorney and director of 
Family Violence Operations at Superior Court. James Switzer, 71, who retired as an assistant division chief in 
Superior Court in 2005. Lawrence Henrickson, 98, 32-year County employee who retired in 1980 as chief real 
estate appraiser.   Lester M. Jason, 82, who began as a janitor with L.A. County in 1960 and went on to become 
director of administrative and human resources of the South Coast Air Quality Management District, retiring in 
1996.   Ruben Mares, 91, County golf course manager until retirement in 1986.                                    

Courts: 
Sheriff's Deputy Bradley Scott Dietze, 45, charged with one misdemeanor count of resisting, delaying or 
obstructing a peace officer for allegedly lying to a L.A. Police Department officer who was investigating whether 
a downtown marijuana distribution warehouse was being robbed. 

Elections
Herb Wesson stepped down as president of the L.A. City Council to focus on his candidacy to replace Supervisor 
Mark Ridley-Thomas, who is being termed out in 2020. Former San Francisco District Attorney George Gascon 
and former public defender Rachel Rossi have joined the race to unseat L.A. County D.A. Jackie Lacey in the 
March 2020 primary.

Passages
Compiled by Judy Hammond, 
Newsletter Editor

Whitmore

Martin

Levey

Yaroslavsky

Greenwood

Hamai

Anzoategui

Barger & SolisAdamsGascon
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Inside LA County
by Judy Hammond
Newsletter Editor
A new state law requiring law enforcement agencies to 
disclose previously confidential records related to police 
misconduct and serious uses of force is causing a headache for 
the Sheriff’s Department. The department recently reported 
it had produced more than 1,400 records since SB1421 went 
into effect in January 2019, but still had a backlog of 3,300 
requests. Sheriff Alex Villanueva has asked for funding to 
hire 11 employees and redaction software to respond to 
the requests. The 2018-19 budget included five positions and the 2019-20 budget 
had another $512,000 for an attorney and paralegal, and $20,000 for overtime. 
Meanwhile, the ACLU has sued the department, saying it was the only agency of 
400 to deny its request in its entirety for records.  The department said the request 
was too broad and that it was unable to produce responsive records.

The Hollywood Courthouse, built in 1986 but shuttered due to state budget cuts, 
has reopened due to cooperative efforts by County, City of L.A., and state officials, 
and will hear mental health-related cases. 

County supervisors approved a program to allow the Probation Department to help 
pay the cost of its current employees to attend college to earn a master’s degree in 
social work. It mirrors education incentive programs at the Departments of Public 
Social Services, Children and Family Services, and Public Works.

Construction is set to begin in January on a $14.3 million state-of-the-art mental 
health urgent care center at the High Desert Regional Health Center in Lancaster, 
with completion expected by September.

It was the Department of Coroner, then became the Department of Medical 
Examiner-Coroner, and now will be known as the Department of Medical Examiner. 
Supervisors said the name change was needed because the hybrid term “medical 
examiner-coroner” caused confusion as to the department’s true structure and 
status as an independent investigative agency.

The County has approved $2,125,000 to settle a wrongful death lawsuit filed in 2014 
that stemmed from an incident at a Parks and Recreation Department swimming 
pool. 

Supervisors authorized another $40.5 million sole source contract with Oracle 
America Inc. to implement phase four of the project to modernize the Assessor 
Office’s computer system.

The Board of Supervisors approved the creation of a 25-member County Youth 
Climate Commission, saying young people bear the brunt of the climate crisis so 
must “have a seat at the table.”

County supervisors voted to give subpoena power to the Civilian Oversight 
Commission, saying it was necessary for proper oversight of the Sheriff’s Department 
and helps ensure transparency and accountability. The supervisors several months 
ago granted subpoena power to the new Probation Oversight Commission.

Voters will be asked in March to approve a six-cent-per-square-foot parcel tax to 
raise about $130 million for the Fire Department for staff and equipment to handle 
increasingly destructive wildfires and a growing volume of medical calls.

Randy Dean, safety officer for the Department of Beaches and Harbors, is being 
credited for creating the emergency alert system for deaf and hard-of-hearing 
beachgoers, which consists of a series of strobe lights warning of imminent danger.

The Blue Line, the oldest light rail in the County, running between Long Beach and 
L.A., has reopened with a new name – the A Line.  It is the first of Metro’s rail routes 
to be renamed under a new policy that assigns a letter name in addition to the 
current color.

The Public Health Department reported that homeless people living on L.A. County 
streets are dying at an increasingly high rate (from 536 in 2013 to 1,047 in 2018), 
with the leading cause of death –25 percent – associated with substance abuse 
disorders, followed by coronary heart disease (22 percent), traffic pedestrian and 
bicycle accidents (9 percent), homicide (6 percent), and suicide (5 percent).  The 
Department of Medical Examiner sees two or three dead homeless people daily. 
A public poll showed a broad majority felt the County and City of L.A. had been 
ineffective in spending the money generated by the sales tax hike to deal with the 
homeless crisis.

Nearly 400 inmates were quarantined after a mumps outbreak at Men’s Central Jail.

A proposed ballot measure is being discussed by a 
coalition of community groups that would allow the 
Board of Supervisors to remove the sheriff for violations 
of public trust.

The Civilian Oversight Commission asked the Office of 
the Inspector General to investigate claims by relatives 
of family members killed by sheriff’s deputies that they 
have been harassed by officers following the deaths.

The Department of Public Social Services teamed with 
Amazon to allow persons to make charitable donations 
online to benefit nine of the department’s toy loan 
centers serving low-income communities.

For the first time, an inmate who was not represented 
by an attorney was exonerated using the conviction 
review process established by the District Attorney’s 
Office in 2015. Ruben Martinez Jr., released from prison 
after 11 years, is the third person cleared by the D.A. 
unit. The D.A.’s new Cold Case Unit filed its first murder 
case using genetic genealogy, accusing a 64-year-old 
man of killing two young women in the 1980s.

County supervisors approved transferring operation 
of the John Anson Ford Theatres to the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic Association, effective Dec. 1, with 
responsibility for programming starting with the 2020 
season.

The LAC+USC Medical Center has a new Cultural and 
Linguistics Department, with 26 medical interpreters 
on staff.

A system placed in Ballona Creek to prevent trash from 
flowing into Santa Monica Bay is part of a global project 
to keep plastic out of the oceans.

San Francisco’s mayor and city attorney have endorsed 
D.A. Jackie Lacey for re-election instead of their former 
D.A. and Lacey challenger George Gascon.

The first participants in a pilot social service worker 
pre-employment training program offered by the 
Department of Workforce Development, Aging and 
Community Services and several partners graduated in 
December. The 25 individuals received a weekly stipend 
and case management assistance, and were set up with 
job interviews upon graduation.

Twelve years after its closure, the building that once 
housed the original Martin Luther King, Jr. Hospital 
building is being repurposed into the first-of-its-kind 
behavioral health center. The  $335-million project is 
intended to serve people struggling with mental illness, 
substance use disorders, homelessness, and those who 
have been in the criminal justice system. 

Former Sheriff ’s Deputy Caren Carl Mandoyan lost 
his lawsuit against the County in which he alleged he 
was retaliated against because he supported Sheriff 
Alex Villanueva’s election. Villanueva had reinstated 
Mandoyan, who had been fired by the previous sheriff, 
shortly after his election, but County supervisors 
stepped in and ordered he be dismissed.  

The Banc of California Stadium, L.A.’s first outdoor arena 
since the Dodger Stadium, added $200 million to the 
County’s 2019 assessment roll.

This year’s top recipients of the Quality and Productivity 
Commission’s awards: Gold – a program to ensure 
families are receiving child abuse prevention support 
services (Board of Supervisors, Executive Office-Office 
of Child Protection); Silver -- an academy that improves 
patient care through process improvements (Health 
Services, LAC+USC Medical Center); Bronze - a project 
that discovered 43 new species living in Los Angeles 
(Natural History Museum). 
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Agricultural Comm./Wts. & Meas. - Kenneth Stephens
Alcohol/Drug Pgms. Admin. - Victor B. Pine
Alhambra Municipal Court - Carol D. Soper
Alternate Public Defender - Richard G. Santiago
Ambulatory Care Network - Felicia L. Jackson, Alma R. Montes 
De Oca
Animal Control - Christopher Ondatje
Antelope Valley Rehab. Center - Esther A. Boaz
Assessor - Ernie R. Abbe, Arthe C. Anthony, Almario P. Cruz, Alex S. 
Everett, Robert L. Fovall, Amalia I. Fraker, Lawrence B. Hendrickson, 
Nancy A. Knesel, Beverly E. Lawson, Robert J. Pengilly, Herman V. 
Ramos, Sylvia E. Steinberg
Auditor - Controller - Bettie M. Eubanks
Beverly Hills Municipal Court - Victor S. Timbol
Board of Supervisors - Afaf A. Assad
California Children's Services - Emiliana V. Santillan
Chief Executive Office - Jay E. Nelson
Child Support Services - Cecelia A. Barnes, Marjorie N. Buck, 
Debora De La Rosa, Jane F. Dibbles
Children & Family Services - Margaret Banaga, Jesus F. Barajas, 
Phyllis A. Briggs, Charles E. Butler, Marjorie L. Crotty, Shirley A. 
Dixon, Reginald J. Durham, Clarence Frelix, Thelma H. Gadson, 
Dorothy A. Haffner, Deborah K. Heath, Audrey Ittel, Janice A. 
Jones, Wafaa T. Karawia, Margaret Lois Lee, Robert B. Leslie, Jimmy 
Oswaldo Lopez Juarez, Geraldine Moore, Lillian B. Newman, 
Steven L. Newman, Mary Alice Paul, Reginald Pegg, Roxana Louisa 
Perkins, Charles J. Ramirez, Stuart S. Richards, Joan L. Rupp, Helen 
M. Scypion, Hector Solis, Judith Swayne, Ray L. Wilson, Mary 
Wilson, Donald Witlin
Civil Service Commission - Roland E. Kautz
Correctional Health - Ellen M. Goudlock, Yelena M. Silvanskaya
County Counsel - Randall Harris, Audrey Oliver, Lois D. Timnick
District Attorney - Yoichi John Asari, Karen L. Davis, Dino J. 
Fulgoni, Juan C. Laparan Jr., Antonio Lopez, Samuel Mayerson, 
Frederick Mesropi, Ronald Ross, R. Wayne Walker, Jean Watt, 
David R. Wood
Engineer Facilities - Yuri Matsunaga, James R. Mcauley, Felipe 
G. Aspeitia
Flood Control District – George R. Rauch, Chet P. Way
Harbor/UCLA Medical Center - Lodenila E. Bautista, Harold 
L. Baxter, Lorna D. Gordon, Salvacion G. Hugo, Samuel Keyes, 
Alma L. Mc Arthur, Ellen M. Mc Cann, Michel T. Mikhael, Connie 
A. Olguin, Louise Parker, Betty A. Rayford, Leonardo S. Robles, 
Marian E. Stevens
Health Plan Administration - Marilyn C. Kindelan 
Health Services - Hughletta Bryant
Health Services Administration - Mary M. Arakawa, Janet M.  
Caudillo, Janet C. Cornell, Carole E. Cox, John R. Elpers, Fred K. 
Fong, Clinton Fox, Rosetta A. Myers, Raymond, L. Rish, Ardis L. 
Sewell, Marie E. Spells, Gary K Stapp
Internal Services - Jay W. Anderson, Gholamreza Behforooz, 
Anita D. Butler, Sammie T. Cheathom Jr., Joseph  Custano, Chiyeko 
Hamada, William Martin Jr., M Gary Pohlmann, Cecilia Z. Quizon, 
Raymond, Sarinane, Lafayette A. Smith,  Charles Spencer, Carolyn 
Jean Underwood, Paul .J, Vagnozzi, William Martin R.
Juvenile Court Health Services - Clifton Jackson
Fire - Leon S. Aubry, Amy L. Bedo, Clyde A. Bragdon, Doy G. 
Cahoon, Peter F. Casamassima, Ellery B. Crabbe, Arnold O. 
Gallardo, Sterling R. Hickey, Charles A. Moreno, Ronald F. Pie, 
Lance Ralston, Manuel Ramos Jr., Thomas W, Robertson, Lloyd 
E. Stehling, Charles E. Stein, Anthony E. Virga, Belford R. Welsh

This list includes retired employees, both RELAC members and non-members.

IN MEMORIAM
Coroner Investigator Phil Spada Dies 
of Lung Cancer
RELAC member Phil Spada, 
w h o  h e a d e d  t h e  S p e c i a l 
Investigations Unit at the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M e d i c a l 
E x a m i n e r - C o r o n e r  a t  i t s 
formation, has died of lung 
cancer at age 77. 

Two RELAC members who served with Spada, who retired 
from the County in 1990, described him in glowing terms. 

“I knew Investigator Spada well. He was an eloquent, smart, 
dedicated employee. My deepest sympathies to the family,” 
said former Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner Lakshmanan 
Sathyavagiswaran. 

Craig Harvey, retired chief of coroner investigations and 
operations, who was trained by Spada, said Spada was 
“one of my most unforgettable influences on my career.” 
“He was bright, funny, a professional in dealing with other 
law enforcement agencies and very compassionate when 
dealing with families.”

In the 1970s, Spada joined the Los Angeles Police Reserve 
Corps, where he served a variety of assignments, including 
Valley Traffic Accident Investigation and the Bomb Squad. 
He was the first person in LAPD history to be named 
Reserve Officer of the Year.

He then became an investigator for the L.A. County Medical 
Examiner-Coroner.  Here, said his daughter Katherine, “he 
helped the deceased tell their stories, seeking justice in the 
resolution of their cases. This was a defining chapter in his 
life as he embodied a real-life hero like the adventurous 
crime-fighters on the pages in books, complete with a 
pilot’s license, rappelling from helicopters, and an Alfa 
Romeo GTV.” 

Harvey said Spada worked tirelessly to improve the quality 
and training of line coroner investigators, and training 
them in skills that would relieve fire and law enforcement 
personnel of certain tasks made for a better working 
relationship all around. “Being able to get to the scenes 
with the use of  rappelling skills and law enforcement 
helicopter resources served that end. While the Coroner 
never had an Alfa Romeo GTV, Phil Spada had a vision for 
the coroner investigator that resulted in making the very 
best field staff in the profession.” 

Spada’s ability to take control and manage resources was 
proven during the 1986 Cerritos Air Disaster. He later was 
assigned the job of heading up the newly formed Special 
Investigations Unit that at one point handled high profile 
death investigations  that involved fraud and brought 
multiple law enforcement agencies together to expand 
the investigations and bring them to a conclusion.

Born in New York, Spada attended Pratt Institute in 
Brooklyn, where he earned a bachelor of science degree in 
food science and management before enlisting in the U.S. 
Air Force. Subsequently, he moved to Florida to work as a 
salesperson for the Carnation Company, before fulfilling 
his dream of moving to sunny California. 

Spada went into the private sector after leaving the County, 
leading sales and marketing teams for Keebler, Golden 
Tiger, and Windsor Frozen Foods. 

His family attributed his lung cancer to smoking, saying 
he smoked two packs of unfiltered cigarettes daily from 
1959 to 1982.

Spada is survived by his wife, Francine, daughters 
Katherine and Alexandra, sons Andrew and Philip, and 
grandsons Garrett, Zachary, and Ryan.  
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King-Drew Medical Center- Gladys K. Adams, Christine O. 
Eager, Bertha G. Gonzales, Mary Joan Hyland, Constance 
Marie Jackson, Reola Jessie, Gloria E. Keyes, Henry Llera, 
Viola C. Putney, Mary M. Reynolds, Ralph B. Sutherland
LAC+USC Medical Center -  Carmen L. Anderson, Jessie B. 
Ashley, Clarice Bolin, Venice Bridgeforth, Mildred Jeanette 
Brown, Dennis K. Carlton, Ngan C. Chau, Michele C. Clark, 
Julietta Cooley, Roman Corral, Ma. Socorro Cruz De Leon, 
Laura Dennis, Delia Duarte, Mario Duron, Sarah E. Ford, 
Virginia Guadalupe, Richard R. Jaramillo, Josefina Jimenez, 
Christine Klasen, Margie R. Luzadas, John T. Martin, Gregory 
Martinez, Lawrence Mckinney, Patricia S. Newman, Anong 
Ratanapol, Joyce Ann Reed, Sharon J. Ragland-Richard, 
Elfrida J. Roberts-Kamara, Davon L. Robinson, Sergio Ruiz, 
Marie Towns, Maria A. Vigil, Maria Villarreal, Thomas Watkins, 
Ronnie S. Welch
LACERA - Frederico B. Ulloa
Long Beach Municipal Court - Arthur M. Lew
Mechanical - Murray S. De Pillars, Oscar Gomez, John N. 
Wyatt
Medical Examiner-Coroner - Loverine D. Butler, Alonzo 
Leckie, Marsha L. Parks, Linda E. Sloan, Philip R. Spada
Mental Health - Lula Ahmed, Christine R. Arismendez, Eiko 
Copeland, Gerald R. Ellis, Edward Gutierrez, Rosaura Juarez, 
Radmila Moacanin, Lynne L. Rouff, Sylvia L. Sadang, Alfred 
Laufton Smart
Museum Of Natural History - Joe Y. Nakanishi
Office of Public Safety - William J. Stephens
Olive View/UCLA Medical Center - Gloria Agulan, Fredric 
Bacon, Annie Lee Bailey, Nichole G. Burns, Michael Clark, 
Michael G. Davis, Da-Niel E. Fequiere, Hoshi J. Hasama, Joy 
Hendryx, Arlene Jacob, Desmond J. Partridge, Diana M. 
Umberger
Parks and Recreation - Arturo Aranza, Joseph A. Cook, 
Murray Furman, Julio Guevara, James Noon, Roberto R. 
Nunez
Probation - John D. Arias, Bertelle R. Berry, Robert A. 
Boysen, Daniel S. Bratt, Michelle M. Breaux, Virginia Cadena, 
Andrew M. Clay, Evelyn L. Cross, Clair J. Downey, Matthew 
C. Gillette, George M. Graff, Linda L. Graham, Porchia G. 
Jones, Donald P. Macdonald, Evelyn Moore, John H. Robbins, 
Alfred E. Sanchez, Robert A. Torres, John W. Walker, Arniece 
L. Wilfong
Public Defender - Karen M. Gee, Robert Levey, Michael A. 
Mayhew, Felipe Plascencia, Linda A. Shamblin, Jerry F. Sisk, 
Dick Tom Jr., Billy E. Turner
Public Health Program - Pearlie M. Anderson, Regina 
Hardy Butler, Carlos L. Cobos, Julia C. Coffee, Evilia Davidian, 
James Detchmendy, Thomas J. Gerace, Jacqueline Godinez, 
Ibanga O. James, Zoe K. Kounis, Ralph Llamas, Anwar R. 
Nakhla, Tho V. Truong, Nicole S. Walker, C. Jean Walker, 
Nancy Williams, Joseph M. Ybarra
Public Library - Margarita Delgado, Laura L. Frakes, 
Kathleen F. Nieser, Augusta Palacios, Linda D. Siggins
Public Social Services - Judith L. Albert, Dorothy C. Arrant, 
Dorothy J. Banks, Patricia Beeman, Phyllis Boudreaux, Jerry 
Broviak, Adelaida G. Chavez , Maudra D. Cook, Gerardo R. 
Custodio, Maria L. Diaz, Christine Elliott, Antonio Escorcia, 
Flossie B. Ewing, Ruth H. Graf, Maxine H. Grecny, Daisy 
M. Green, Josefina B. Griffiths, Evelyn A. Hansel, Isao J. 

Hasama, Andre Hayward, Dorothy L. Heckman, Mercedes D. 
Hodge, Gracie M. Hood, Sylvia Jimenez, Katherine Johnson, 
Gerald L. Kline, Sakhan R. Lay, Myanh N. Lee, Diane Mack, 
Mario V. Marroquin, Ruby Marshall, Phillip S. Moore, Tich V. 
Nguyen, Jack D. Paris, Ricardo Perez, Agnes Perez, Esther 
L. Ridlon, Pauline J. Sampson, Joann Sanders, Roberta L. 
Smith, Patricia A. Sommer, Richard A. St. Claire, William F. 
Sutterfield, Masako Tanihara, Barbara J. Taylor Hunt, Rufina 
G. Tolentino, Huyen K. Tran, Judy L. Truong, Henrietta B. 
Womack, Delores Yarbrough
Public Works - John A. Blake, Warren S. Buoy, Daniel C. 
Gaeta, Dat S. Hou, Mary Ellen Hunt, Guy P. Kehler, Bock Low, 
Salvador Magallanes, Felismino Marques, Henry Miyashiro, 
Mahroo Pearson, Ray Shepherd, Ronald Lee South, Olga C. 
Stephens, Charles E. Swanagan, Henry Thedford Jr., Thomas 
A. Tidemanson, Eugene G. West, D. L. Whittenbarger, 
Stephen Wright
Rancho Los Amigos Hospital - Gloria Adams, Eileen L. 
Carter, Gloria Espiritu, Claudia M. Gray, Mary N. Hill, Donna 
Lucille Mehlhaff, Rita H. Musick, Dawn K. Voettiner
Regional Planning - Louis B. Pera
Reg-Recorder/County Clerk - Ballard W. Brooks Jr., Celia S. 
Fuentes, Valerie Marshall, Robert J. Olguin, Dolores Quintero
Sheriff - Robert H. Aldrete, Paul J. Archambault, G. D. Austin, 
Victoria L. Bender, Gerald P. Biehn, David L. Brant, Charles E. 
Brown, Gary R. Burbach, Thomas C. Burnett, Davy T. Clark, 
James I. Cook, Ronald V. Dalrymple, Edward T. Edelson, 
Ronald J. Ferraro, John R. Filby, Carl M. Fleming, Alberto 
Franco, Edgard Garcia, Rosario D. Go Soco, Christopher 
R. Gutierrez, Mourad G. Hanna, Kevin R. Henisey, John E. 
Howse, William H. Johnson, Albert H. Limon, Bill O. Logan, 
Robert L. Madison, Peggy A. Martin, Gwendolyn J. Martin, 
Kathy A. Mc Kean, Linda L. Megyery, Robert M. Melendrez, 
John E. Miller, Kathleen A. Najmulski, Bob E. Petten, Thomas 
W. Pitkin, Frank C. Plass, Maria L. Ponce, Jacquie M. Redeaux, 
Galen O. Sabean, Natalie S. Scotton, Laurie J. Smith, Lona D. 
Stoops, Burris R. Sutton, Tony A. Tachias, Thomas N. Taylor, 
Charles T. Tharp, Stephen R. Thayer, Sherry L. Thompson, 
Kirsten L. Walters, Patricia M. Williams, Rosita Williams, 
Robert Marvin Woods, David S. Yonashiro
So. Cal. Air Pollution Control - Andrew J. Wilson
South Bay Municipal Court - Terie Ramos
South Gate Municipal Court - Ida S. Pinkus
Superior Court/County Clerk - James A. Bascue, Stella 
Brody, Edythe L. Cochran, Joseph Frank Fabrizio, Alfredo 
C. Giles, Guadalupe Gonzalez, Hortensia Guerrero-Salazar, 
Joan M. Hartman, Narvella Johnson, James R. Keith, Edward 
M. Kritzman, Leo J. Lacangan, Hugh E. Macbeth, Sharon B. 
Mallard, Joetta Lee Moore, Sandra L. Odom, Dolores A. O 
Neal, Gwendolyn M. Phillips, James S. Switzer
Treasurer-Tax Collector - Carol M. Doody, Dennis C. Moore, 
Sam H. Wilson IV
Women's Hospital - Concepcion I. Espada, Bettie Rae 
Garvin, Richard H. Nalick, Doris Sharp
Workforce Dev., Aging & Comm. Services - Rafael De 
Aguayo, Calixto Diaz, Sherom Muldrew
Unidentified County Agency - Harold J. Callen, Mary Lou 
Larmouth, William T. Starr, Winona L. Van Ormer, Harry K. 
Wallace, Earl M. Wyatt
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IMPORTANT!
Are you moving?

Did you change your 
name, address or 
e-mail address?

Cut  out the address 
portion of this 
newsletter, correct it 
and mail to:
RELAC
1000 S. Fremont Ave., 
Unit 15 Alhambra, CA 
91803-8802 or
Phone:
(800) 537-3522
(626) 308-0532
Fax: (626) 308-2901
Email:
admin@relac.org
website:
www.relac.org

Note: It is important 
that you mail this 
to RELAC or contact 
RELAC by phone as 
we do not receive 
your address change 
from LACERA.

Upcoming Events
RV Outing to Pechanga                                                                                                              
Jan. 26 (Page 4) 
                                                                                                                                                      
Los Amigos Golf Tournament                                                                                           
Jan. 27 (Page 4)  
                                                                                                                                          
Annual Recognition Luncheon                                                                                       
Feb. 20 (Page 5)

Thursday, Feb. 20, 2020
Almansor Court, 700 Almansor St., Alhambra

Public Defender Ricardo D. Garcia
Keynote Speaker

Speaking on “Holistic Advocacy”
Special Guest

LACERA CEO Santos H. Kreimann
Inspiring performance by TSA Chorus

(Transportation Security Administration)
Recognition Awards: 
L.A. Found Initiative

March for Babies 2019 Team

See article and registration form on page 5


